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FOREWORD
As we approach the end of the twentieth century, the pace of life is so hectic that the average
person has little time for historical reflection. Even those people who have the luxury of
engaging in historical reflection often compartmentalize their studies so narrowly that the
important lessons of history are lost. Santa Clara University's "Research Manuscript Series on
the Cultural and Natural History of Santa Clara", edited by Dr. Russell Skowronek of the
Department of Anthropology and Sociology, counteracts these tendencies by publishing papers
which approach the study of history in a holistic manner. Special emphasis is given papers
documenting the ways in which changes in the social world and changes in the natural world
are interrelated.
Each of the papers in this Series makes a notable contribution in defining and preserving the
cultural heritage of Santa Clara Valley. Harris et al.'s study ("The Eberhard Privy:
Archaeological and Historical Insights into Santa Clara History") has special symbolic
significance. For it is the first of what we hope will be many publications forthcoming after
years of intermittent archaeological work at Santa Clara University; the only college campus
actually occupying an original Spanish mission site.
The Research Manuscript Series is a product of cooperation and exchange involving several
friends and members of the Santa Clara University community. Particular thanks go to Father
Steve Privett, S.l, Vice President for Academic Affairs; Don Dodson, Associate Vice
President for Academic Affairs; George Giacomini, Assistant to the President; Peter Facione,
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences; Julia O'Keefe, University Archivist; and Rebecca
Schapp, Director of the de Saisset Museum.
Charles Powers, Chair
Department of Anthropology and Sociology

PREFACE
When the Spanish explorers entered the Santa Clara Valley more
than 200 years ago forces were set in motion that would lead to
the establishment of Mission Santa Clara de ASls, the birthplace
of both Santa Clara University and the City of Santa Clara. The
changing needs of governments far from this unique valley
determined the direction of the area's growth and, by the mid-19th Century led to the existence of the two separate entities.
But although governments may influence on a grand scale, what
occurs locally is a result of those who daily deal with the
challenges and resources of an area and the needs of the
inhabitants.
For a century the Eb~rhard Tannery played an
important role in the life of the Santa Clara community, both
sacred and secular. As an economic entity it represented the
shifting of focus after Americanization from what was the main
industry during the Spanish and Mexican periods, hide and tallow,
to agricultural and the concurrent need for saddles ,a n d other
tanned leather products produced on site.
Initially conceived to serve the Mission community as its
tannery, it became Bellomy's Tan yards when the Mission's role
changed to that of a College and concurrently the Town was
established. with this privatization of land ownership.
leading
to Franck and Glein and finally Jacob Eberhard, the Tannery also
came to personify the powerful German Community that settled in
Santa Clara starting in the 1850s. As it provided employment to
several hundred people, a large working man's community grew up
around the tannery with homes and businesses contributing to the
growth of the city.
During its decades of production, the Tannery achieved worldwide
recognition due to the quality of its products, until once again
changing economies impacted it, this time leading to its demise.
Although no longer physically in existence, it has left a legacy
that lives on in the names of Santa Clara streets, the
neighborhood surrounding it, family histories, and the community
memory.
Besides using the Eberhard family to shed light on the typical
upper-middle class Santa Clara family of the last half of the
19th Century, this paper uses the Eberhard Tannery as a means of
bringing into perspective the inter-relationship of the City of
Santa Clara and Santa Clara University. Transcending a period of
one hundred years of diverse growth, a pattern of interlocking
actions and reactions emerges, illustrating the commonality of
their shared heritage.
Lorie Garcia
Heritage Council of Santa Clara County
July, 1995
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CHAPTER 1
Introduction

Introduction
Broad open spaces , beautiful roses, and ancient trees today
characterize the Santa Clara University campus and the
surrounding tree shaded neighborhood.
Along those quiet streets
of the Old Quad many students and area residents go for walks in
the City's relatively clean air. Beyond the sound of jets taking
off from the nearby airport or the occasional wail of a siren
Santa Clara is a tranquil place, seemingly unchanged for decades.
Yet, this is a deceiving view as it is a community that has
radically changed since the end of World War II. Over the past
half century, Santa Clara changed from a center for tanning,
canning, and lumber milling into the heart of Silicon Valley.
Most of these earlier activities took place on what is today the
campus of Santa Clara University. While largely destroyed by
University building and urban renewal projects in the 1960s, the
traces of this old Santa Clara still exist in photographs,
memories, historic structures, and in the archaeological record.
This study focuses on the Jacob Eberhard family of 575 Grant
Street and the late nineteenth and early twentieth century
community in which they lived. As with most people the Eberhards
did not leave written histories behind. Over the past century
their home, their tannery, and a large part of their neighborhood
has ceased to exist except in the memories of some of Santa
Clara's older residents. Nonetheless, we can gain insights into
their daily lives via archaeological evidence discovered in their
long-buried privy.
Discovery
During the week of 11 July 1994 Santa Clara University began the
construction of an elevator near the western entrance to the Mae
Swig Residence Hall in the Charles H. Graham Residence Center
(Figure 1). Excavation of the elevator shaft revealed, 1.05
meters below the modern grade, the remains of a late nineteenth
century redwood lined privy or outhouse. The Campus
Archaeologist , Russell Skowronek, assessed the feature and
determined that it was largely intact and in danger of being
destroyed through said construction activities. Following
discussions with John McCormick, Construction Manager and George
Giacomini, Assistant to the President, funds were made available
for the excavation of the feature by an independent cultural
resource management firm with analysis being completed by faculty
and s t u d e n t s on the Santa Clara University campus.
1
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Figure 1. Santa Clara University and Adjacent Neighborhood.
1. Third Mission 1781-1818; 2. Tannery 1781-1953; 3. Fourth
Mission 1818-1822; 4. Fifth Mission 1822-Present; 5. Eberhard
Home; 6. Santa Clara Brewery Site; 7. the Verein; 8. Pacific
Manufacturing; 9. Enterprise Laundry.
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Excavation
The feature was excavated on August 5,8, and 9 by Archaeological
Resource Management, a cultural resource management firm located
in San Jose, Ca lifornia . Excavation was by hand using picks,
shovels, and trowels and was limited to the area that was to be
impacted by construction, as such an undetermined part of the _
feature is presumed to extend under the sidewalk between the
residence hall and swimming pool. The feature was excavated by 25
cm (10 inch) levels.
Al l feature fill was screened throug~ .25"
hardware mesh.
The Privy
Excavations revealed that the privy was 1.87 meters (6'2") in
width.
Below the 1.05 meter cap of sterile fill soil the redwood
lined privy is another 1 .05 meters deep. The lack of discernible
lensing suggests that the feature was rapidly filled at the end
of its use-life . Later, in the 1950s and 1960s the demolition of
the Eberhard home and subsequent construction of the Graham Hall
Residence Complex truncated the top of the privy pit and then
buried it under fill until the 1994 construction.
Analysis--Archaeological
During the 1994-1995 academic year Ms. Samantha Harris, under the
direction of Dr. Russell Skowronek, spearheaded the processing
and analysis of the Eberhard Privy artifacts.
Student volunteers
washed, and sorted the artifacts.
In April of 1995 the site was
designated CA-SCL-761H (P- 4 3- 0 0 0 64 5 , Appendix A). These and the
Santa Clara University Archaeology Lab accession number (1994-1)
were placed on the artifacts by student volunteers. As the
feature's profile revealed rapid filling, the artifacts were
analyzed as a single unit. Artifact analyses were done by
functional group as developed by South (1977) and variously
~odified by others (e .g., cartier et ale 1994).
The purpose of
such analyses is to provide not only a description of artifacts
and the general configuration and composition of the site but, to
reconstruct the lifeways of the people who lived at the site.
Analysis--Historical
While the contents of the Eberhard privy can reveal some of the
particulars of the way of life for the Eberhard family at the end
of the nineteenth century it cannot provide us with a context to
evaluate their position in the community.
A community study can tell us about the inner workings of a small
group of people who live and work in close approximation of one
3

another. This type of study can be approached in a number of
different ways.
"According to the members of the 'Chicago
School,' the role of the social scientist was to study particular
communities in terms of their· history, development, population,
and organization," (Crane 1992:180). This is the approach taken
in this study.
A community is made up of any number of possibilities. The study
of a community does not just have to take place in small isolated
areas. There are communities everywhere, including those found
in urban centers such as Santa Clara.
It is important to study
these communities because we rarely get a complete picture of the
make-up of a group of people. Many times we know about the most
prominent individuals or important events but have little
knowledge of the everyday activities of a community like the one
in Santa Clara. Through this study we hope to add to the
knowledge of communities in general and more specifically to the
understanding of Santa Clara.
There are certain factors that would normally be part of a
community study including:interviews; case histories; participant
observation; key informant interviewing; the use of archival
records; and other written documents, both historical and
contemporary; and standardized questionnaires (Crane 1992:185).
In this particular study some of these factors were unable to be
included, participant observation being the most important.
It
is impossible to be a participant observer in a community which
no longer exists.
Instead this study relies heavily on
historical documents. These include city directories, maps and
photog~aphs.
As Robert Schuyler has written (1978), historical
archaeology is well suited for reconstructing past behavior as we
often have at our disposal the written word, the spoken word,
observed behavior and preserved behavior. That is
archaeological, documentary, and ethnohistoric evidence and oral
histories are available for scholarly consideration . Together
these provide both emic and etic views and can be marshalled to
create a "truer" picture of the past. Taken together, the
analysis of a variety of contemporary and historic documents,
including census data, city directories, newspaper accounts,
photographs and oral histories allow us to understand not only
who the Eberhards were but, also evaluate their prominent role in
the lives of the people who lived in the surrounding
neighborhood.
with this goal in mind the information presented herein is based
on a combination of primary and secondary documentation and
interviews. Research was conducted in a number of area libraries
and archives. The Santa Clara University Archives, contains
photographs and papers pertaining to the University's 1953 .
purchase of the Eberhard tannery property. They helped form a
picture of the importance of the Eberhard Tannery to the
4

community and to document the beginning of the end of the
surrounding neighborhood.
The Santa Clara city Library genealogy section and the California
Room of the San Jose City Library provided information on the
inhabitants of the community through their collection of city
directories. These directories provided lists of inhabitants by
street address. Each entry also contained a listing of that
person's profession. This information was invaluable in painting
a diachronic picture of who lived in the community and what they
did for a living.
Oral histories provided another valuable source of information.
In the Santa Clara University Archives is a taped and transcribed
interview with Marty Boland, a 1920s Santa Clara University
student and long time resident of the community.
Boland was
interviewed in 1982 by John Foster, a Santa Clara student.
George Westermark of the Department of Anthropology and Sociology
interviewed Ms. Louise Brythe in August of 1985. The Brythe
family had lived nea r the intersection of Homestead and Sherman
Streets since before the 1906 earthquake. As a part of this
project Ms. Vi ole t Perry, a resident of Santa Clara since the
1950s and Mr. Manuel (Manny) Gaspar, a resident since 1909 were
interviewed.
Both live along Benton Street between the Alameda
and Sherman. Oral histories are particularly important because
they give unique perspectives from the lives of everyday people
about events that are typically cold and lacking the personal or
human perspective. The interviews add color to the information
as well as important facts or perspectives that may be left out
of traditional histories.
Finally, Sanborn insurance maps and a Santa Clara city map dated
1893 (the C. E. Moore Map) were used to provide both
documentation of the size and material make-up of structures in
the community, as well as the size and ownership of specific
properties.
What Follows
Through a combination of archaeology, oral history, and
documentary evidence the Eberhard family, their tannery, and a
neighborhood in old Santa Clara will be resurrected.
The result
of this will be a clearer understanding of life in a long past
era of Santa Clara history.
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CHAPTER 2
The Eberhards and Their Tannery

A Brief History of Santa Clara
Native Americans inhabited the Santa Clara Valley for thousands
of years before the arrival of Europeans. During the 1770s
Spanish soldiers and missionaries encountered the native peoples
we know today as the Ohlone (Margolin 1978). Shortly later, in
January of 1777, Franciscan missionaries founded Mission Santa
Clara de Asis along the Guadalupe River (Hanel 1994:39).
Over the next forty years floods, earthquakes and age led to at
least three movements of the Santa Clara de Asis mission complex
(Spearman 1963). It was in 1822 that the mission was moved to
its present site on the Santa Clara University campus, a year
after Mexico won it's independence from Spain (Hanel 1994:39-40).
Under the Mexican regime the Franciscan missions of Alta
California lost much of their political autonomy and with it
their economic monopoly.
In 1836 Mexico City ordered the
missions secularized. Excess lands were given or sold by Mexico
to its citizens. By the 1840s there were less than 300 residents
living in the dilapidated buildings of Mission Santa Clara (Hanel
1994:40) .
In 1844, Franciscan Father Jose Maria del Refugio Suarez del
Real, arrived at Mission Santa Clara. By way of character,
Father Suarez del Real was known to have, "lived in open
concubinage with a woman whom he set up in a house across the
street from the mission church," (McKevitt 1979:11).
Nonetheless, under the authority of General Castro, he moved
ahead with the sales of mission land. Foreseeing the rush of
immigrants following the capture of California by the united
States, he had the first survey of the city made by William
Campbell in 1847 (Abeloe 1952:8). Much of the land that today
comprises the University was sold off at this time. These sales
were later declared null and void by Military governor Mason in
1848 (Skowronek and Garcia 1995).
Following the 1848 discovery of gold Santa Clara and the Bay Area
of California were swamped with new immigrants from the Americas,
Asia, and Central and Western Europe.
In 1852, two years after
California was admitted as the thirty first state, the City of
Santa Clara was incorporated. Ethnic diversity was a hallmark of
the town.
In addition to the Native American and Mexican
residents of the pr~-Mexican War era there were large numbers of
individuals with Irish, Scot, English, Italian, and French
6

surnames.
Later, in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries they
were joined by peoples from Portugal, Spain, Japan, the
Philippines and Mexico. Nonetheless, in the nineteenth century
one of the largest ethnic groups to call Santa Clara home hailed
from the German-speaking states of Prussia, Baden, HesseDarmstadt, Holstein, and Alsace-Lorraine (Garcia 1994:38-39). It
was into this boomtown that the Jesuits arrived to found the
first institution of higher education in California.
Established
in 1851 on the grounds of the former mission, Santa Clara College
would come to take a key role in the development of the city
(Hanel 1994:41; McKevitt 1979).
The Tannery
Today few realize that Santa CI~ra was, until the 1950s, famous
in the united States, Canada, South America, Europe and the
Pacific as the manufacturer of fine leather products (Guinn
1904:1185-1186; San Jose Daily Mercury May 15, 1892:14). For
nearly ninety years (1867-1953) it was home to the Eberhard
Tanning Company.
It was said that:
In that line of business it ranks first in the state in
capacity as well as in reputation for the high standard
quality of it's product, ... (San Jose Mercury News, April
21, 1907).
The site of the tannery lies today under the Bannan Engineering
Complex and the Orradre Library on the Santa Clara University
campus.
The original tannery in this location was built in the 1780s as a
part of the Santa Clara de Asis mission complex.
During the
Spanish and Mexican regimes California played a significant iole
in the international hide and tallow trade (Garcia 1994:6).
While most of this trade was in "raw"hides, the missions operated
tanneries to supply themselves, the presidios and the pueblos
with tanned leather for shoes, harnesses, saddles, clothing, and
containers.
Following secularization the missions would have
lost their herds and associated grazing lands and with them the
need for a tannery.
In 1846 two years after the arrival of Father Suarez del Real
there is an advertisement reported for the sale of a tannery in
Santa Clara by an individual named Don Ramon (San Jose Mercury
News February 11, 1953). The following year in 1847 William
Campbell noted a "Bellomy's Tan Yard [sic]" on the plat of Santa
Clara he made for Father Suarez del Real (Abeloe 1952:8). The
tannery next passed to a William B. Hennigen, the Alcalde of
Santa Clara, who in turn sold it to Andrew Jacobson in 1850.
Later in 1850 it turned over again to a Louis Wampach.
7

Five years later, Wampach sold to isaac Dixon and Henry
Messing. Messing, who subsequently acquired complete
ownership, sold to Philip Glein in 1858 and in 1867, Jacob
Eberhard, ... acquired the business from Glein his father-inlaw, and F. C. Franck (San Jose Mercury News June 1, 1953).
From there the tannery took off. New buildings were constructed
and it slowly became a very large and respected tannery.
Eberhard advertised on his business card as a purveyor of harness
leather, shoe leather, goat ~nd sheepskins (Figure 2). The
Tannery was well known for its saddle leather. One interesting
creation made from Eberhard leather was:
The most beautiful and highest-priced saddle in the united
states, for example, is owned by J.C. Miller, of the 101
wild West Show.
It is hand carved and set with gold and
precious stones, and cost it's owner $10,000.
It was made
by S. D. Myers of Sweetwater, Texas; and contains 166
diamonds, 120 sapphires, seventeen rUbies, four garnets, and
fifteen pounds of skirting with silver and gold. The
leather in it was tanned and finished by the Eberhard
Tanning Company and goes without saying that it was the best
that they could produce. (Sawyer 1922:533)
In the 1890s, the tannery produced 29,000 cow, 3,000 calf and
100,000 sheep hides per year. All told, they shipped 900,000
pounds of hides yearly. At this time Eberhard employed 70 men
and had an annual payroll of $50,000 per year in wages (San Jose
Daily Mercury May 15, 1892:14; San Jose Mercury 1896; Figure 3).
By the 1920s the Eberhard Tannery was a million dollar per year
industry whose 120 employees could process 200 hides per day. A
large portion of these men were said to have been of German
ancestry, (San Jose Mercury News June 1 1953). Manuel Gaspar
(Personal Communication April 19, 1995) states that in the 1920s
and 1930s many of the employees of the tannery were still of
German ancestry, including Adam, Emil, Frank and Henry Emig--all
employees of the Eberhards. Census and city directory
information indicate that a large number of Santa Clara's
populace worked for the tannery. Many are listed as tanners,
clerks for the tannery, teamsters etc. On average approximately
25 percent of the community worked for the tannery at one time
(Polk-Husted 1911; 1924).
After Jacob's death in 1909 his son, Oscar Eberhard, took over
the Tannery. Oscar stated that the tannery's best business years
were 1924-1925. He went on to say that the business had
basically fallen out by 1930 (San Jose Mercury News February 11,
1953). In part this was due to the increased use of neolite
rubber in shoe soles. We can also cite the drop in need for
harness leather as a result of he increased use of motor driven
vehicles. Underscoring this downturn in the leather industry,
8

JOHNJ.E8ERHARO.VlCZ ... UT•• ASST... . .. .

EBERHARO'S
. SKIRTING L-EATHER .
BARK WOOL-SKINS ANO
ANGORA GOAT SKINS .

:J:i2J!R

HARNESS -lAOIGO AND LACE

l~tlltiDnt
~

LEATH '.,SOLE AND U ••' .
LEATHER.CALF' KIP AND
SHEEPSKINS .

EBERHARD'S TANNERY . SANTA CLARA.CAL.
OVER

Figure 2. Obverse and reverse of Eberhard's business card showing
the Tannery complex.
(Original in Santa Clara University
Archives, reproduced with permission)
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Figure 3. Jacob Eberhard (seated center, second row with tie)
with sons and 66 tannery workers circa 1885 (Reproduced courtesy
City of Santa Clara Historic Photographic Archives # 3.92-C576)
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Manuel Gaspar (Personal Communication April 19, 1995) speaks of
an incident during the 1930s when Oscar Eberhard was speaking to
some retired tannery workers.
Eberhard said that there was a
time when if his shoes wore out he would throw them away but now
if his soles wear out he must resole them. This speaks to the
decline of the Tannery during the depression and thereafter.
The tannery went through a number setbacks in the years it was
owned by the Eberhard family.
In photographs and engraving of
the tannery made prior to 1906 (Figures 2,4,5) a smoke stack is
shown as a center piece to the sprawling eight acre tannery
grounds. This stack did not survive the 1906 earthquake and it's
loss changed the look of the tannery forever.
In 1933 many of the buildings to the north of the smoke stack were burned by a
mysterious fire (San Jose Mercury News June 1 1953). This fire
was supposedly set by a group of gypsies who wanted to be hired
by the Tannery to replate some of the machinery. They were
turned away by Oscar Eberhard because their previous work had
been unsatisfactory. Apparently the Gypsies declared that they
would have revenge.
It was late that night that a mysterious
fire burned half the buildings at the plant.
Eberhard describes
this as being one of the events that brought the tannery to a
close (San Jose Mercury News June 1, 1953).
In 1953, after 170 years of operation and three years of court
battles, the tannery was purchased by Santa Clara University.
Oscar Eberhard asked that the tannery's adobe office be
preserved, instead it was razed, to be replaced in the 1960s by
Orradre Library and the Bannan Engineering complex.
The closing of the tannery ended not only a local tradition but
also the longest lived modern industry, on its original location,
in California. with its closure the nature of Santa Clara and
this neighbor would be forever changed. At the same time the
University's position in the eyes of the residents changed from a
quiet Jesuit college to a major university.
The Eberhard Family
Jacob Eberhard was well respected in the community. In the
1896 pUblication, Sunshine Fruit an Flowers: Santa Clara County
and its Resources, it was stated that Jacob Eberhard provided
shares of the tannery to his workers, being one of the few in
that day and age to practice a form of profit sharing.
It is
also mentioned that- he held large banquets and feasts for his
employees and, "as a result, his employees, as well as the people
at large, feel very friendly toward him," (San Jose Mercury
1896:162) .
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Figure 4.
Eberhard Tannery complex circa 1880.
(Reproduced courtesy City of Santa Clara Historic Photographic
Archives # 3.88-C578)
12

- -

-

· _

.

.--.. ..-"--Tu

-

-

-

. --

h

. - . •

J..

----- .1_ _ .

. _ •• _ _ - _ . _

. _-

.•

-

_

• •.-

-

__

_
• •

- - ••

_ ._ --_.
•

.• •

U

• •_

. . • •_

_

. . _--~----

LEXINGTON
/ fi

70

oz ----... .

1-·'- - ,
I

I

I
:

I

I
I

I

I

I
I

J l.

P

Iv

CO t~~"'60

L

Z

_

:_~:L~~ J
_

I

B

I-~

:~~,:~ - -:

I

I -- -

,..,r"

- -

.:- l

e.

t OO .s JT

- - -

W ~
~

CO

-

-

.-

-

-- -

- - -:

110~ .-r L~6 .

-. - - - -- - - _.-

I
_J

I

~

~;;';; y

I

I

~

'

--·'·l~'''_'''·1''

I

:' "

I

'~E

...

I~

"

~"l

:...

I
I ~

I

~

I

t-

F.

I~

Z

I

I

<!

IL.

~

o
CLRNR

.-

fJ
'1
I
I
:

C (l ~'(HI. .

-- ~

--'f
·~=--=·=· =
- ~~
Svr,!

N.

.

~I

1------- - - - -- --

~

~

o
I

,

llJw{j -

I'l)

~

Scale of Feel

t:

1;;'. '

I§;;-H:.~=_~___=_. : ·~ ~

5<

Figure 5.

Santa Clara Tannery ( Sa nbo r n Insurance Map 1887)
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Figure 4. Eberhard Tannery complex circa 1880.
(Reproduced courtesy City of Santa Clara Historic Photographic
Archives # 3.88-C578)
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Jacob Eberhard was born in Grand Duchy of Baden, in what would
become Germany, in 1837. He immigrated to the united states when
he was 15 years old with his parents Michael and Magdalene. He
first lived in Galena, Illinois. While there, Jacob learned the
leather working and tanning trade that he would later use to make
his fortune.
After working in Wisconsin for a few years he
sailed to California in 1858, where he made his way to
Sacramento. There he worked as a laborer farming, harness
making, and gold mining.
Four years later he opened his first
harness shop in the capital (Guinn 1904:1185-1186). It was there
he met Mary Glein, whose father, Philip owned the Santa Clara
Tannery.
In 1865, a year after Jacob married Mary, the family
relocated to Santa Clara.
Two years later he purchased the
t~nnery from his father-in-law.
For the next decade the tannery was both a means of livelihood
and home to the Eberhards . At this time the adobe office served
as their primary residence (see Figure 4 structure on right)
where eight of their ten children would be born. Later, this
would serve as a dormitory for single workers in their employ
(Sanborn Map 1891; San Jose Mercury News June 1, 1953).
In the mid-1870s Eberhard was able to construct a grand, three
story, Italianate Revival style house at 575 Grant Street (Figure
6). Located about one-half block south of the Tannery the house
stood along the main thoroughfare connecting San Jose and Santa "
Clara.
From its prominent p os ition Eberhard could be seen and i n
turn oversee his tannery and numerous city lots (C.E. Moore Map
1893; Figure 7).
Over the next fifteen y e ars as the Tannery expanded the Eberhards
made improvements on their home. Th is tncludedthe i n s t allation
of in-door plumbing and electric ity. By the 1890s Jacob Eberhard
was the epitome of the American capitalist dream. Perhaps t h e
San Jose Daily Mercury summed it up best:
In fact, in all particulars the Santa Clara Tannery is a
model manufacturing institution, and a source of justifiable
pride to the residents of the town in whose suburbs it is
located.
Its proprietor is highly esteemed in the community
for his integrity and benevolence, and his experience in
California is a striking example of what may be accomplished
by a poor man of brains, who perseveres under difficulties,
and does continually unto others, as he himself wishes to be
done by (May 15, 1892:14).
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Figure 6. The Eberhard home circa 1890.
(Reproduced Courtesy San Jose Mercury PUblishing & Printing Co.
1896:95)
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Figure 7. Detail from the C.E. Moore property owners map 1893.
(Reproduced Courtesy City of Santa Clara Historic Archives)
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CHAPTER 3
The Archaeology of the Eberhard Privy

Introduction

As state above artifact analyses were done by functional group as
developed by South (1977) and variously modified by others (e.g.,
cartier et ale 1994). The purpose of such analyses is to go
beyond simple artifact descriptions, and instead reconstruct the
lifeways of the people who lived at the site.
with the latter
goal in mind the artifacts were viewed within four broad
functional categories--architecture; foodways; activities; and
clothing.
Each of these functional categories can lend insight
into not only the simple dating of the privy, but' can lead us to
a clearer understanding of the Eberhard's place in nineteenth
century society. That is, how they saw themselves and how they
were seen by others.

Architectural Evidence
Introduction

The last third of the nineteenth century was a period of rapid
technological change.
Electricity, the telephone and telegraph,
and the steam engine carne to epitomize the era.
Not unlike
today, where eight-tracks and record players stand side-by-side
with CD players, the 1870s and 1880s were marked by rapid
innovation and obsolescence. When the contents of the Eberhard
privy are analyzed we are able to grasp the family's status as a
consumer of these new technologies.
Lighting

Evidence that the Eberhard privy dates from the late 1880s or
early 1890s is the mixture of oil and electrical lights.
The
late nineteenth century was an era of innovation. Homes and
businesses were lit with oil, gas, and electricity or a
combination .of the three.
Illustrative of this is an interior
photograph of Ryder's Jewelry store pUblished in 1896. This San
Jose business was lit with a combination of gas and electricity
(San Jose Mercury News 1896:54).
In 1887 the San Jose and Santa
Clara Electric Company electrified the inter-urban streetcar line
that ran down Grant Street (the Alameda) directly in front of the
Eberhard home and tannery (Garcia 1994:31; San Jose Mercury News
1896:62).
Finally, the 1891 Sanborn Fire Insurance map notes
17

that the night watchman for the tannery continued to make his
rounds with a kerosene lamp. While the permits for electrifying
the Eberhard home and tannery have not survived, artifactual
remains indicate that they were some the first people to enjoy
electricity while still using kerosene.
Lamp Chimneys and Shades
There is evidence that the Eberhard privy was filled while
vertical wick lamps were still in use.
Burners for kerosene and
gas lamps were usually made of a durable material such as brass
and are, as such, infrequently recovered in archaeological sites.
Glass lamp chimneys are more commonly found as they are more
fragile and must be handled frequently for lighting and cleaning.
Recovered from the privy are fragments from at least two kerosene
lamp chimneys. We can be certain that they are not from gas
lamps as their rims are rounded for pressing into the brass
chimney prongs of the burner (Woodhead et ale 1984:48-64). One
of the chimneys has a flanged lower rim that has been dated to
the last two decades of the nineteenth century (Figure 8 C).
The other is a decorative form that is oval in cross-section
(Figure 8 A).
Nine body sherds and six rim sherds from a glass lamp shade were
also recovered from the privy (Figure 8 B). The variegated
frosted white, pink, and blue shade was molded with light
diffusing "bosses." Although its exact form cannot be
rec"onstructed it has a distinctive wavy, or "pie crust," lower
edge rim. The technology for producing this form of decoration
was not patented until 1877 (Woodhead et ale 1984:62).
Crystal Chandelier
A single fragment of a faceted crystal prism from a chandelier
was recovered from the Eberhard privy (Figure 9). The presence
of this artifact is suggestive of Eberhard's elite position in
Santa Clara.
.
Incandescent Lamps
Experiments with incandescent electric lamps began in the 1840s
and were ultimately patented by Thomas Edison in 1879. By the
early 1880s Edison's lamps were being widely marketed for
municipal, commercial and private use (Woodhead et ale 1984:7174). The Eberhard privy yielded the copper base contact (2.5 cm
[1"] diameter), cotton packed glass foot, and two wire supports
for the filament (Figure 8 E).
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Figure 8. Lighting--A, C chimneys; B shade;
electrode; E incandescent light bulb.
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Figure

9.

Chandelier prism.
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Arc Lamps
The Eberhard privy contained seventeen partial or whole graphite
electrodes for an arc lamp.
Shaped like a large crayon they are
8.5 cm (3.25") in length and 1.2 cm (.46") in diameter.
Sharpened at one end and machine rounded at the other they are
made by compressing graphite, or some other carbon-rich
substance, in a two part mold (Figure 8 D).
The electrodes had a
life expectancy of 125 hours. Arc lamps were first used to light
streets and pUblic areas in the ' late 1870s and continued in use
until the 1950s (Woodhead et ale 1984:74-75, 81).
construction Hardware

Window Glass
A total of 469 fragments of window glass ranging from .1-.2 cm in
thickness were recovered from the Eberhard privy.
Recent
analysis of window glass from tightly dated contexts suggests
(Orser et ale 1982; Walker 1971:74-78) that there has been a
trend through time toward thicker panes of glass. A linear
regression formula expressing these trends has been developed.
When the Eberhard window glass was analysed, a regression formula
date of 1899.43 was found.
This suggests that either the
Eberhards' home was remodeled, or there is a bias in the
archaeologically derived sample.
Nails
The Eberhard privy contained a selection of cut and wire nails in
three distinct sizes 4d, 8d, 20d.
Cut nails were first produced in Europe in the late eighteenth
century and were a common export to California by the midnineteenth century (Pastron and Hattori 1990). Nineteen cut
nails we~e recovered.
CUT NAILS
Length
7

11
1

10.5 cm(4.25")

20 d

6.5 cm(2.S")

8 d

cm(l.S")

4 d

4

Seven wire nails in an 8d size (6.5 cm [2.5") were also
excavated. While wire nail technology was known in the 1860s
they were not commonly available until the 1880s.
It is
interesting to note that in the Sears, Roebuck & Co., catalogue
of 1908(:480) does not list cut nails.
This mixture of fastener
types suggests an era of transition.
The Industrial Revolution
21

marks the beginning of the rapid change and new technologies that
are the hallmarks of today's world.
Door Knob
White porcelain door knobs were extensively used in the second
half of the nineteenth century. One of these, with the remains
of its iron spindle and lead gasket, was recovered from the privy
(Figure 10 A).
Its 5.8 cm (2.27") diameter and 2.6 cm (1.03")
width matches porcelain knobs found in Arizona (Herskovitz
1978:116-117), British Columbia (Lueger 1981:157-158), Utah
(Berge 1980:271-272), and San Jose (Archaeological Resource
Management 1994: 50).

Furniture Hardware

Drawer Pull
An overglaze painted white porcelain drawer pull was found in the
Eberhard privy (Figure 10 B). The spherically-shaped pull is 3.3
cm (1.29") in diameter and was held in place with an i r o n
fastener.
It was decorated with a red and green floral design.
In size and composition it matches undecorated drawer pulls from
Fort Bowie (Herskovitz 1978:116-117).
(The fact that t h e drawer
pull from the Eberhard privy is decorated may be yet another
indication of their elite status as compare to found on a
military outpost on the frontier of the Arizona territory.
Hooks
Two iron double clothing or robe hooks were recovered from the
Eberhard privy. While it is unclear whether these were used in
the outhouse or were part of the furnishings from within the home
they are 's i mi l a r to ones sold for eleven cents in 1908 by Sears,
Roebuck & Co. (Schroeder 1969:610).
Summary
As with all homes that have stood for a period of time the
contents of the Eberhard privy provides us with a diachronic view
of the improvements made in the family home.
Each of these new
technologies has its own tell-tale artifacts that can reveal not
only when a feature was in use but, can provide clues regarding
the owner's access to these items.
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Figure 10.

A porcelain door knob;

B

porcelain drawer pull

Summary
The archaeologically recovered material culture from the Eberhard
privy yields evidence that is indicative of the everyday life of
an upper middle class family in the last third of the nineteenth
century. This is a family of working class roots whose lives
were intimately linked to their laborers by the shear proximity
of their home to the business and the homes of their workers.
The diverse origin of the Eberhard's material culture also
reveals that they were participants in the burgeoning world
capitalist economy. Yet, at the same time we can see from the
remains of their food and medicinal containers that they
participated in the local economy as well. Finally, the changing
technological world is evident in the form of artifacts
associated with electrical lights side by side with kerosene
lamps. The Eberhards were a family in transition living in a
world in transition.
23

FOODWAYS

Introduction

Every culture has its own distinct pattern of food selection,
preparation, and presentation. Known as "foodways" to
anthropologists their study can give intimate insights into
cultural continuity and change. The following is an analysis of
a sample of material culture recovered during the excavation of
the Jacob Eberhard privy.
"Jacob Eberhard, t h e proprietor, is
very popular, having earned the admiration of his employees by
his generous treatment of them. He frequently gives banquets,
also, to his men, and, as a result, his employees, as well as the
people at large, feel very friendly toward him (San Jose Mercury
1896:162)." From this description it is clear that Jacob
Eberhard was a man of great generosity who, even though he was a
working-class man himself, would show his appreciation to his
workers by distributing his wealth at festive banquets for his
employees.
.
Glass Tablewares

Illustrative of this pUblic dispersement of wealth are the
remains of glass tablewares excavated from Eberhard's privy.
"Tableware," is a general term a pplied t o glassware used on the
table and associated with food and drink, as well as some items
of decorative glassware, such as vases.
During the nineteenth
century there was a dist~nction between the material culture
associated with the public and private social realms. Ja cob
Eberhard's glassware collection indicates his and his wife's
portrayal of both the popular, status-marking "public" culture of
the early Industrial Revolution and their "private" world as
well.
Specialized Tableware
Specialized tablewares consist of artifacts whose presence in an
assemblage is far more a statement of the owner's social status
than it is a functional container for a food or a beverage. An
exceptional find in this category was a pressed glass compote
dish cover (Figure ~1). The exterior is smooth with the interior
textured with a pressed flower design identified as the "Bleeding
Heart" pattern.
"This pattern is easily tdentified because there
are no variations of its proper title. But, there are several
variations on the pattern which have been introduced by numerous
factories "(Lee 1931:407).
"Eclectic" is the word for the
pressed pattern ware of the 1870's and 80's. There were fruit,
flower, and leaf patterns galore (Papert 1972:192). The pressed
"Bleeding Heart" flower design is smooth with the leaves of the
24
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Figure 11.

"Bleeding Heart" pattern compote dish lid.
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plant stippled and detailed with leaf lines. The cover dish is
shallow with a finial or decorative knob resembling a single
bleeding heart protruding from the top at an angle.
Stippled
lines define the two halves of the smooth single bleeding heart
on the handle. This piece belongs to a set identified as a
product of King, Son and Company, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
produced between 1880-1900 (Papert 1972: 196).

stemware
stemware refers to vessels consisting of a foot, stem and bowl.
It is manufactured in various shapes and sizes which are intended
for specific beverages such as, wine, champagne, or ale.
One "toasting glass", (Figure 12 A) was recovered. The glass is a
wine or small goblet on a tall and exceptionally slender stem
(Haynes 1964:200). The bowl is a pointed round funnel (Haynes
1964:198). It is made of a clear and colorless, flint-type
glass. The style, although reminiscent of a goblet, is more
likely a wine glass as its stem is plain, slender and straight
without seams and its foot has a plain cone shape (Haynes
1964: 199) .
'
Parts of three stemmed goblets have not been identified. The
goblet fragments are made of pressed flint glass (Figure 12 B).
The distinguishing characteristic is the stem which resembles a ,
"true baluster" (Haynes 1964:202). The seams on the goblet stem
indicate that it was molded. The goblet appears to be a two
piece glass with the bowl and stem molded together with the
addition of the foot.
The absence of seams on the bowl of the
goblet illustrates hand-finishing. At the base of the bowl is a
collar-ridge that looks as if the bowl was set onto a cup
extending from the stem. The foot has a plain cone form (Haynes
1964:199).
Another fragment of stemware resembles a "cordial" glass. The
bowl is more of an ovoid (Haynes 1964:195) shape with a smaller
volume, approximately two ounces, than the goblet and the
toasting glass (Figure 12 C). It is identifiable by the presence
of the bowl stem cup-ridge, but no significant measurements could
be taken.
A partial bowl
looks to be of
The bowl style
'e x t e n d i n g into

and stem of an unidentifiable "cordial" glass that
pressed clear flint glass was found in the privy.
is ovoid with six flutes at the bottom of the bowl
a six faceted stem.

A nearly complete goblet bowl similar to the goblet identified at
Fort Bowie, Arizona was recovered (Herskovitz 1978:26-Figure 13).
It resembles the style called "New York goblet" in a catalogue of
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Figure 12. stemware--A. "toasting"
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B. goblet;
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"cordial"
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"New York" pattern of the "Honeycomb" style of goblet
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King, Son and Company, and is dated to circa 1870-75 (pyne Press
1927b:22). Another similar pattern is seen in McKearin and
McKearin (1941:Plate 208) and in a catalogue by Bakewell, Pears &
Co . (Lee 1931:Plate 24). Bakewell, Pears & Company was a major
producer of glass tableware in the nineteenth century (18081 8 8 2 ) . There are two distinctive types of "Honeycomb" style:
"New York " which the pattern extends up the glass and "Vernon"
which pattern extends barely half-way up (Lee 1931:196). This
goblet is closer to the "New York" style with the pattern
cover i ng three-fourths of the bowl. This pattern was very
popular based on its variations and revival in later years (Lee
1931: 195) .
The two identifiable goblets from the Eberhard privy are
identical to a goblet fragment rec~vereded from a 1860 to 1880
context at Fort Bowie, Arizona (Her~kovitz 1978:26-Figure 14).
The decoration on the clear colorless flint glass goblet
consisted of a fern pattern cut into the exterior surface. The
pattern extends around the upper portion of the bowl. The fluted
bottom of the bowl extends into a six-faceted , stem straight to a
plain conical foot. The detail of the glass indicates that it was
a pressed glass with hand finishing of the engraved design.
Tumblers
Tumblers represent the largest percentage of glassware.
Fragments of twelve tumblers representing nine variations have
been identified. All tumblers appear to have been hand finished
with cut and polished resting points. Tumblers are a commonly
recognized drinking vessel of simple form, varying in shape and
quite markedly in size (Jones 1985:143).
"In the late 19th and
20th century assemblages there can be a confusion between
tableware and containers that were originally packer's ware for
jelly, jam, and other products but were used as tumblers when the
product was consumed" (Jones 1989:9).
Tumblers: plain, molded
Two identifiable small flint cut glass tumblers, with eightfluted sides that extend 2/3 up from the base were found (Figure
15 A). The base is a finished pontil mark, shallow concave which
resembles a "Montana bar" glass in a Bakewell, Pears & Co.
catalogue (Lee 1931:26).
Another tumbler base fragment is clear and colorless with eightfluted sides (Figure 15 B). The distinguishing characteristic of
the tumbler base is its convex bowl bottom and concave basebottom.
It resembles a "st. Louis bar" glass in the Bakewell,
Pears & Co. style, (Lee 1931:26).
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Figure 14. Goblet with cut fern design.
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Figure 15. Tumblers--A. "Montana bar"

B. "st. Louis bar"

Figure 16. Tumblers--A-C "star burst" base pattern varieties.
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There is also a tumbler
pattern more triangular
similar to the No. 5680
Pattern Glass and China
being five to the quart

base fragment, which has a star burst
than daisy petal-shaped in form.
This is
plain star bottom found in The victorian
Book, which is identified by volume as
(Victorian Pattern:1990:153-Figure 16 A).

Another partial flint glass tumbler exhibits a concave base with
a pressed star burst base pattern. The thick base, resembles No.
5687, a star burst pattern glass with about half a pint capacity
in The victorian Pattern Glass and China Book (1990:153--Figure
16 B).
One partially complete flint glass tumbler was also recovered
with nine-fluted sides extending from the base to the upper top
portion (Figure 16 C).
Similar in style to No. 5665, with broad
flat flutes and a star burst bottom it would have had about 1/2
pint capacity (The victorian Pattern Glass and China Book
1990:153).
Tumbler: specialized
This artifact is the only specialized tumbler in the collection
(Figure 17). A combination of two forms, a type of "Lynn" style
and engraved English table glass identified in The victorian
Pattern Glass and China Book (1990:108). The style referred to
as "Lynn" comes from a citation for British lead metal tumblers
manufactured "after 1770" (McNally 1982: 91). The distinguishing
characteristic is the ribbing of the upper half of the tumbler
which is the defining attribute for "Lynn"-type glasses. The
motif is presumed to identify pieces from the Lynn or Norwich
areas in the -eighteenth century (Elville 1961: 125-6). The "Lynn"
pattern is seen as four horizontal bands on the upper portion of
the glass.
On this particular- piece the ribbing is defined by
four engraved consecutive parallel lines on the upper portion of
-t h e glass. Also engraved on the tumbler is a star pattern found
in The victorian Pattern Glass and China Book, No. 5003 which is
similar to a demi-crystal champagne tumbler.
Summary
When the Eberhard privy glass tableware collections are taken in
their entirety we can see that the family was marking its new
status as middle class capitalist entrepreneurs in the expanding,
European/Western-centered world economy. Their glasswares,- while
produced in both the united States and Great Britain, adhere to
patterns that were the standard for the era. Be it military
posts in Arizona, the drawing rooms of London, or the home of a
leather tanner in Santa Clara, California there were instant
material identifiers of one's class and so, status in the
economic order of the . era.
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ceramics Tablewares

The ceramics unearthed at the Eberhard privy contain a few costly
pieces and, many plain inexpensive wares. This is a small
collection, representing some 25 vessels, but one that provides
information more from what is absent than from what is present.
Already it has been stated that relative to most of the residents
of Santa Clara the Eberhards were wealthy. They threw wonderful
parties and supported the community with their generosity. Yet,
the ceramics found at the site do not speak of this wealth. We
find few decorated pieces. Most are whitewares, ironstones, or
plain porcelains.
Where are the 'Eb e r h a r d ceramics if they do
not appear in the archaeological record? The fancy, expensive
wares may have been used rarely and so, rarely were broken thus
preserving them as heirlooms.
It is also possible, although
somewhat unlikely, that the artifacts found in the privy may have
belonged to less well-to-do £amilies in the area who helped the
Eberhards fill up their privy by throwing their trash in as well.
Finally, the Eberhards may not have chosen to own or were unable
to purchase fancy ceramics.
Jacob Eberhard was a hard worker. He came from a working class
family and developed the tannery from a broken down remnant of
the Spanish mission era into a thriving capitalist business. He
paid his workers fairly and gave them a percentage of the
profits. He had not always been a rich man.
Yet, we must
remember that in the 1880's, at the end of the privy's use,
the
tannery was only beginn ing to be a profitable b usiness.
Eberhard
had only built his house a few years before and may have been
conservative in both his spending and his estimates of the
tannery's ongoing success.
These hypotheses are not readily provable and it is not clear why
there are s o few ceramic remains. However, these ceramics do
give us s ome information about the Eberhard's lifeways in the
l ater decades of the nineteenth century.
Holl ow wares
The majority of this collection is made up of hollow ware ve s sels
s uch as mug s, tea- and coffee cups and, bowls. Drinking cups and
tea cups a r e, for the most p art , very similar. Most are
heavy-dut y , plain " whit e ironstone. Th ey have no decorations and
very few d ist i n gu ish i ng attribut es. One large drinking cup,
r ese mb l i ng a l arg e mug, (Ve ssel #l:Appendix Bi Figure 18 A) has a
makers mark on it 's b a se. Th e mark has not been identified . It
is a partia l mar k with the words , "
stone China," and,
"
J.
Davis,"
(Figure 19). Th i s mark he l ps u s confirm the l abel of
ironstone, since it i s probable t hat the missing portion of the
word "stone" is iron.
Three other exampl es fit the general
description of the Iron~tone cup above (Vessels #2 , 3 , and 8:
34

Figure 18.

;<t_

Ironstone cups or mugs

. ~;i"

Figure 19."J. Davis" makers mark on base of ironstone cup.
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Appendix B). None of these can be identified any further than as
ironstone drinking cups.
A few of the drinking cups did not fit the general category
discussed above. The first is a white, porcelain cup, with
evidence of a handle (Vessel #6:Appendix Bi Figure 20 C). The
interesting thing about it is that the shape of the body of the
cup is dodecagonal (12 sided). A similar dodecagonally shaped
drinking cup is pictured in, "Sacred Dinners and Secular Teas:
Constructing Domesticity in Mid-19th-Century New York," and is
attributed to a wealthy family (Wall 1991:77).
Some of the drinking wares in the collection are specifically
identifiable as teacups. Two of the three teacups are complete
except for a few chips and cracks. The first of these is a full
sized teacup with a scalloped rim, gold overglaze leafing on the
rim and handle, and a multi-colored overglazed flower pattern on
the body (Vessel #5:Appendix Bi Figure 20 A)
It is made of a
very thin porcelain and looks "cheap." At first glance this
seemed to be a fine example of the Eberhard's good china. Upon
closer investigation, it appears that the glazing is not of high
quality, instead of an underglaze,an overglaze is used which
rubs off easily. One would suspect that gold leafing would
suggest a higher price £or this piece however, this is not
necessarily true. Miller, in the 1991 update of his 1980 article
on cream colored ceramics in the nineteenth century,
states that
the processes for applying gold to ceramic became quite
inexpensive in the last part of the nineteenth century. Many
cheaper whitewares and ironstones began to sport gold leafing as
the cost to manufacture it decreased (Mi ller 1991). This may
account for the substantial amount of gold overglaze we find on
this cup specifically and in this 'collection generally.
The second teacup, of demitasse size, is also porcelain with
overglazing, both multicolored and gold (Vessel #7:Appendix Bi
Figure 20 B).
The third teacup has only been partially
recovered.
It is a plain white ironstone with no decorations
(Vessel #4:Appendix Bi Figure 20 D).
As yet none of the cups have been identified in any previous
report or collection. Only one of the cups has an unidentified
makers mark. According to a cup typology developed by Ian
Kenyon, the majority of the cups in this collection are of the
"typical 19th c. white granite cup form [and] had a squat,
cylindrical shape," (Vessels # 1,2, 3, and 8:Appendix Bi Kenyon
1987:21). The two finer porcelain teacups, both hand painted
with overglazes, do not follow this pattern. One, described as a
porcelain teacup with scalloped rim (Vessel #5:Appendix B), falls
~nder a shape category for the 1850's.
This category is
described as having a "London" shape, one that resembles an
inverted cone.
The last of the cups is a demitasse teacup
(Vessel #7:Appendix B). This cup does not exactly match any
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Figure 20. Teacups--A. gold leafed and overglazed;
B.
overglazed porcelain demitasse;
c. dodecagonal porcelain; D. ironstone
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category but seems to fall somewhere in between an inverted bell
shape, or "London" shape of the 1850's and a modified cup of the
same era with a "less pronounced waist" (Kenyon 1987:21) .
There are two other food related hollow wares which are not
drinking vessels. The first is an example of a pearlware serving
dish, resembling something that could be used to ho ld condiments,
such as butter (Vessel #10:Appendix Bi Figure 2 1 E). I t has a
grayish cast to the glaze, and there is e vidence of a c o b a l t
blue tint pooled in crevices. Th e paste is o f an earthenware
type .
No other ceramic paste of this type was found in the
collection and it dates earlier than the other wares. Ac cording
to Cynthia Price, pearlware was introduced in the united states
in the 1780s. It began its decline in the 1830s a nd was ra re
after that. However, she states that it was being produced as
late as the 1890s (Price 1982:10). The p resence nf p e arlware in
this collection by no means suggests an earlier date for the site
than the late nineteenth century. What it may . suggest i s that
the Eberhards kept and r eused many -o f their older ceramic wares.
The second is a f a n c i e r serving dish (Vessel #9:Append ix Bi
Figure 21 ·A) , with glaze resembling that of the demitasse teacup
(Vessel#7:Appendix B) . This serv±ng~ish h a s gold leafing and
multicolored overglaze and is porcelain.
The majority of the cups were whiteware or ironstone. Based upon
paste type and cup shape a date r a n g·e f o r this col lecti on woul d
be the late n ineteenth century.
Ceramic Flatwares
In addition to the hollow vessels , we a lso f i n d f .lat wa r e s, .s u c h
as dinner plates and -saucers . . Th is c olle c t i on contains evidence
of two plates, and five saucers.
The two plates are very
different from one another . The fi rst is a large dinner plate
(Vessel #12:Appendix Bi Figure 22 A).
It is ironstone and has a
plain white glaze with evidence o f having~een burned . It has no
distinguishing marks. The second piece is a plate sherd (Vessel
#13:Appendix Bi Figure 23 C)~
It is a whiteware, but much
thinner. The sherd has a molded raised "dot" design on the rim
following the scalloped edge of the plate. It is un-decorated.
Two of the five saucers that are represented have makers marks.
The first saucer is almost complete. The base of this saucer
(Vessel #ll:Appendix Bi Figure 24 A) fits the bases of two
drinking cups (Vessels #1 and 3:Appendix B). The saucer is
slightly bowl shaped and has an I r on s t o n e paste. It has no
colored glazinq. The makers mark on it's base is Thomas Furnival
and Sons (Figure 25). It has been identified in the San
Francisco Seawall project report as being manufactured in
Colbridge, Staffordshire between 1871 and 1890.
(Pastron et ale
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Figure 21 . Ceramics A & B. porcelain serving dish; C. gold
leafed porcelain cup handle; D, F,G. gold leafed porcelain
jewelry box;
E. pearlware butter or condiment dish
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Figure 22.

Ironstone plate.

Figure 23.

Ceramic rim sherds.
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Figure 24. Saucers-- A & B. ironstone; C. porcelain.
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Figure 25. "Thomas Furnival and Sons" makers mark .

Figure

26.

"Thomas Hughes Ironstone China" makers mark.
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1991:713 ) . Th is mar k h a s a lso been identified by Godden (1964:
263 mark 1649 ) and Praetzellis (1979: 21, mark 2).
The second saucer with a makers mark is smaller than the previous
one described and not as complete (Vessel #15:Appendix B; Figure
24 B). It is a white, undecorated Ironstone. The saucer's makers
mark reads, "Thomas Hughesi
stone China" (Figure 26).
A
similar mark was recovered in San Francisco and was identified as
being produced at the Thomas Hughes pottery, in Burslem,
Staffordshire. It can be dated to the 1860-1894 era
(Pastron et
ale 1981:705). On the basis of dates from these makers marks we
establish that the privy was not in use before 1870.
The rest of the saucers and saucer sherds, (Vessels, 14, 16 and
17:Appendix B) are nondescript whitewares and ironstones.
Miscellaneous Ceramic Vessels and Sherds
The final category contains vessels that did not fit any previous
category or sherds that are not identifiable. Three sherds,
making up two types of vessels were similar (Vessels # 18 and 19;
Appendix BiFigure 23 B,D,F). These sherds are porcelain and are
undecorated. All three have scalloped edges. The two sherds
that are from the same vessel (Vessel # 19:Appendix B) make up
part of what may be a soap dish. The shape of the vessel is
rectangular. Like the two previous sherds, there is an almost
complete vessel resembling a jewelry or ring box (Vessel # 21:
Appendix Bi Figure 21 D, F,G) . It also is rectangular in form
and is made of porcelain, with gold leafing. One side panel has
a molded flower decoration with leaves. The vessel itself is
beveled on the corners and has a rough, unglazed rim, indicating
a possible lid. There were two other pieces associated with this
vessel, a miniature vase figure and a leaf. These two pieces
were most probably attached to the lid of the vessel and served
as a handle.
One porcelain disk was also found as part of the collection. A
similar porcelain disk was identified at Lower Fort Garry, Canada
(Sussman 1979:330). Its use is unknown.
The last of the ceramic collection is made up of three ceramic
sherds. One is a plain white, whiteware sherd with no
distinguishing markings (Vessel #23:Appendix B). The other two
both have foliate designs on them. The first is whiteware and
has a hand painted, underglazed, green floral design (Vessel #
24:Appendix Bi Figure 23 G). The second is porcelain with a hand
painted, overglaze foliate design (Vessel # 25:Appendix B; Figure
23 E).
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Summary
The dates of manufacture as revealed by both the makers marks and
the form of the hollow ware cups, indicates a date range for the
collection between 1870 and 1890. We know from documentary
research that Jacob Eberhard bought the Tannery in 1867. He was
not living in the house associated with privy until after 1872
(San Jose City Directory 1871-72). The united States Tariff Act
of 1890 'required articles of foreign manufacture to be labeled to
indicate their country of origin. Nonetheless it is known that
some makers or hallmarks include "England" as early as the 1870s
(Herskovitz 1978:97).
In this collection there are only three
makers marks, two of can be identified (Berge 1980:173). The
absence of a "Country of origin" mark suggests that the Eberhard
ceramics were made and imported prior to the establishment of
this trade law in 1890.
The abundance of plain white ironstone vessels may also reflect
the status of the Eberhards. Although the Eberhards owned some
hand decorated ceramics, ironstone, the most abundant of the
ceramics in the collection, was not made in the united States
until 1900 (Berge 1980:173). This suggests that the family
validated its new found elite position in the "public" domain
with hand decorated teawares, a sign of genteel society in the
nineteenth century. Yet, the remainder of their ceramic
tablewares fit into mass-produced categories that were indicative
of the nascent middle class such as can be identified at hundreds
of sites throughout the united States.
Glass containers
Alcohol
Eberhard's proclivity for gala social gatherings won him fame
within the community (San Jose Mercury 1896:162). Evidence for
their largess can be gleaned from the fragments of sixteen
alcoholic beverage containers. Bottle colors included amber (2),
aqua (2), and dark green or olive (12). All bottles were
partially-molded with hand finished necks and lips. with the
exception of those made of aqua glass, all of the bottles had,
carefully tooled string rims. Given that the technology for
completely machine-made bottles was not developed until after
1900, these glass containers further support the pre-1900 date
for the closing of the privy. This date can be further refined
to pre-date 1891 since there is no evidence for bottles with
rounded lips suggesting crimped tin or crown bottle cap closures.
Similar wine, champagne, whiskey, and beer bottles have been
identified in San Francisco (Pastron et ale 1981:275-300,611618), San Jose (Cartier et ale 1994:87), and Aptos (Whitlow
44

1981:51-54). Mass-produced, and lacking any form of decoration,
they would have borne paper labels indicating their contents.
If
they contained beer it might have been brewed at the "Santa Clara
Brewery" on the corner of Alviso and Benton Streets by the Liebe
brothers, emigrants from Germany (San Jose City Directory
1870:232) .
One glass identifying seal was recovered from the privy. While
most seals dating from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
bore the name of the owner, later seals generally identified the
contents or the manufacturer (Noel Hume 1969). The seal is 4.1
cm (1.63") in diameter and bears the name "S. LOGNAG," which may
refer to an imported brand of brandy as there is no evidence for
a local distillery with that name. After the turn of the century
M.J. Pasetta & Co., Arthur Lachman & Co., The Santa Clara
Distillery and the Pacific Brandy Co. were producing brandy in
Santa Clara and San Jose (Sanborn 1915:Maps 95, 207, 224).
Food Storage ·
A number of commercial food containers were sold filled with
a variety of preserved contents including peanut butter, jelly,
and mustard. After the consumption of the original contents,
these forms were intended to be re-used as tumblers (Jones
1989:143) .
Fragments of at least four of these recyclable containers,
bearing a distinguishing lip form for an anchor closure (Jones
1989:143) were identified. They are plain pressed glass with a
concave impressed base. No distinguishing patent marks are found.
One partial food container resembles a French Barrel mustard
container (Herskovitz 1978: 4; .P a s t.ron et ale 1981: 636; switzer
1974:48-50) with pronounced horizontal ribbing on the lower
portion of the container with a thick collar base (Figure 27).
The barrel-shaped container is embossed with an unidentified
marker's mark-- "ES & C-."
One incomplete flint glass container with an interior pressed
pattern was also found.
The body is cylindrical with a round
base and a optic molded ribbing inside extending from the base
two-thirds of the way up the glass. A smooth, plain exterior
gives the illusion that texture is on the outside of the glass, a
form which would have made it uncomfortable to hold. Remanent
resembles a catsup bottle base dating 1880-1913 manufactured by
Curtice-Burns Inc., of Rochester, New York (Berge 1980:119-Figure 28).
Fragments of a single aqua-colored fruit jar or food storage
container was recovered.
Its side-panel is embossed with the
45

Figure

27.

"French Barrel" mustard container.

46

r: - - - - - - ,
I

I

1

I
I
I

f
f
\

J

\

I

\

I

I

\

\

I

\

I

\

I

\

I

\

I

\
\

I

I

,

,
\
\

I

,

I

r------...._....I' C M0l'"

Figure

28.

Catsup bottle base.
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manufacturer's name "San Francisco & Pacific Glass Works," and
the patent date of 1867 (Peter 1973:72). The circular vessel's
mouth was 6.9 cm (2.72") while its base was 9.6 cm (3.76") in
diameter. Hand finished at the neck and lip, the container would
have been sealed with a glass cap and metal screw band.

Ecofacts/Dietary Remains

The unaltered inedible (e.g., shells, pits, seeds, bones, cobs)
by-products of past meals are termed ecofacts by archaeologists.
Ecofacts can lend insights into the season of the year when a
feature was filled on the basis of the presence of seasonally
available foods.
They can also help determine what foods were
selected and how they were prepared.
Flora
Privy contexts are well-known for the high level of organic
preservation and the Eberhard's was no exception. Recovered from
the feature were both peach pits and coffee beans (Figure 29
A&B). The coffee had been carbonized, probably during the home
toasting of the beans prior to grinding. This charring would
have rendered the beans unpalatable and so, they would have been
discarded.
At this time the Santa Clara Valley was famed for
its orchards of fresh fruit.
In fact, just east of the Eberhard
home was the original pear orchards for mission Santa Clara de
Asis and near the railroad depot was the home and orchard of the
Sobrano family (Manuel Gaspar, Personal Communication, April 19,
1995). Coffee, on the other hand, was imported in the late
nineteenth century from the Philippines, Cuba, Central and South
America. It would have been sold at local markets such as
"Donovan's" at Main and Franklin streets in Santa Clara (San Jose
City Directory 1870). While coffee would have been available
year-round the peach pit suggests the feature was filled in late
summer or early fall.
Fauna
Under the Spanish and Mexican periods domesticated animals were
regularly slaughtered to feed the residents of the mission and
nearby pueblo. At those times the animal would be killed and
dismembered using an axe.
From the chopping marks left on the
bones of these animals there seems to have been little formal
training in butchering techniques. Later, following the capture
of California by the united States, the population of the
territory was rapidly increased following the discovery of gold.
As a result, a need was created for a wide variety of specialists
48
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Figure 29 . Ecofacts-- A.

Peach pits.
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B. Coffee beans.

to support the activities of the miners. These specialists
included butchers. Evidence of professional butchers is found on
animal bones (Lyman 1977:67-73). In these circumstances we can
find the careful butchering of the animal, using saws, knives and
cleavers, into specific desired "cuts" of meat that were
culturally dictated.
By the 1870s "Donovan's" market in Santa Clara had a butcher. One
of the last resident butchers in what today is known as Santa
Clara's Old Quad was Charlie viso. The Eberhard privy contained
the professionally butchered bones of cows (Bos taurus), pigs
(Sus scrofa) , and sheep (Ovis aries).
In each of these
identified species only specific "cuts" of meat, as represented
by the presence of specific skeletal elements, were identified.
Thus, unlike earlier Spanish and Mexican period trash deposits
that contained the entire skeleton from hooves to head, the
contents of the Eberhard privy suggests that the family had their
choice of specific cuts of meat.
In addition, there was evidence of the continued practice of home
butchering. Remains from rabbit (Lagomorpha sp.), chicken
(Gallinaceous sp.), turkey (Heleagris gallopavo) , and pigeon
(Columbiformes sp.) have been identified. Analysis of the avian
fauna (Table 1) indicates that domesticated fowl must have been
kept to supplement f o o d procured at the market. This may be
inferred from the presence of egg shells and the complete
skeletons of these an i ma l s .
Interviews with Violet Perry (Apr il
17, 1995) and Loui s e Brythe (August 15, 1985) long time residents
of Benton and Homestead Streets reveal that people in the
neighborhood kept chickens, rabbits, and pigs for sale and
occasionally butchered them for family dinners.
The privy also contained freshwater f i s h vertebra and r i b s , and a
selection of brackish water shellfish including oysters, clams,
and cockles.
It is an axiom among zooarchaeologists to first
consider poor preservation of bone from small fish and game to
account for the absence of certain skeletal elements. Yet, given
the excellent preservation of avian ecofacts (including eggshells
and phalanges) it may be safe to assume that these fin fish were
also purchased already cleaned, headed, and filleted. While
Santa Clara did not have a fish market, the Eberhards could have
purchased their fin and shell fish in San Jose where, by 1870,
two were located (San Jose City Directory 1870:161) .
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Mandible
Premaxilla
Crania
Crania
Furcula(Wishbone)
Furcula(Wishbone)
Scapula
Scapula
Humerus
Humerus
Humerus
Pelvis
Sternum
Sternum
Coracoid
Coracoid
Coracoid
Coracoid
Femur
Femur
Femur
Ilium
Ilium
Radius
Tibi otarsus
Tibi otarsus
T ibi otarsus
T B ostarsus
Tarsometatarsus
Tarsometatarsus
Tarsometatarsus
Tarsometatarsus
Phalanges
Carapometacarpus
Carapometacarpus
Carapometacarpus
Ulna
Ulna
Ulna
Vertibra
Vertibra
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3
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1
1
8
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3
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6

9
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POSSIBLE SPECIES

:::

LEFT OR RIGHT MNI

Gallinaceous (Chicken)
Gallinaceous (Chicken)
Gallinaceous (Chicken)
Columbinformes (fioch Dove orDomestic Pigeon)
Columbinformes fRoch Dove orDomestic Pigeon}
Unidentified

Gallinaceous
Gallinaceous
Columbiformes
Gallinaceous
Unidentified

Gallinaceous
Gallinaceous
Columbiformes
Gallinaceous
Gallinaceous
Columbiformes
Co/umbiformes
Gallinaceous
Unidentified (small)
Unidentified Ismail)

Co/umbiformes
Co/umblformes
Co/umbiformes
Co/umbiformes
Co/umbiformes
Gallianceous
Gallinaceous
Gallinaceous
Gallinaceous
Me/eagris gallopavo
Me/eagris gal/opavo
Gallinaceous
Co/umhiformes
Columbiformes
Gallinaceous
Gallinaceous
Gallinaceous
Co/umbiformes
Gallinaceous
Co/umbiformes

Avian faunal remains from the Eberhard privy.
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N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
L
R
R

L
L

N/A
N/A
N/A
L
R
R

L
L
L
R

L
R
R
R
R

L
R

L
R

L
R

*
R

L
R
R

L
R

*
*

3

2
2
5
2
3
4
9
4

1
1
1
1
2
3
3
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

5
6
6

9
11
11
2
2
*
5
3
1
1
1
1
1
1

Summary
The Eberhards were members of the growing middle class
entrepreneurial society that characterized the last third of the
nineteenth century in the united States. Tied to the nascent
global economy for many of their "public" ceramic and glass
tablewares and comestibles, they were still producers of some of
their food and consumers of a variety of local foodstuffs
prepared in Santa Clara or in t h e immediate vicinity.
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ACTIVITIES

Introduction

One of the unique contributions of historical archaeology is its
ability to directly engender the past through the analysis of
artifacts the use of which can be directly attributed to females
and males , adults and children. Taken~ together these items give
us a glimpse into the personal activities of Mary and Jacob
Eberhard and their ten children.
Adult Pastimes

Crocheting
Knitting, tatting, sewing and crocheting were some of the
activities women participated in during the nineteenth century.
A partial polished bone crochet hook 6.7 cm (2.75") in length was
found in the Eberhard privy (Figure 30 C).
It is clear that it
was once socketed into a larger handle. Bone crochet hooks were
still sold by Sears, Roebuck & Co. in 1908 for less than 4 cents
each (Schroeder 1969:1006).
Games
In elite homes, such as that kept by the Eberhards, gambling
would have been an activity attributed to male members like Jacob
Eberhard. One bone poker chip (Figure 30 A) was recovered from
the privy .
It measured 3.4 cm (1.3") in diameter and 2 mm (.08")
in thickness. The polished undecorated counter was made from a
flat bone of a large mammal.
In both diameter and thickness it
falls within the range of those found at Fort Bowie (Herskovitz
1978:129-130).
Firearms
Hunting may have been one activity pursued by Jacob Eberhard and
his sons as evidenced by the presence of two spent cartridges.
One brass .45 caliber center-fire cartridge and one fragment of
the brass and wood base of a shotgun shell were found in the
privy. Production of these forms of ammunition began in the
1870s and 1880s respectfully (Herskovitz 1978:47-52) and has
continued into the twentieth century (Schroeder 1969:735-740).
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A
B

c
D

E

Figure 30. Pastimes-- A. bone poker chip. B. bone letter opener.
c. bone crochet hook. D. glass marbles. E. crockery marble.
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Tobacco Pipes

For ov e r four c entur i e s , wh i te ball clay tobacco p ipes have b een
man u fa c t u r ed in Europe and the New World. These are inherently
frag i le and, as s h ort- l ived artifacts, have been extensively
studi ed fo r their di a gnost ic qualities including datability and
loc a t ion o f manufacture (Ay to 1979; Humphrey 1969 ; Noel Hu me
1969).
The Eberhard p ri vy con t a i n e d three complete b a l l clay
p ipe b owl s of two d ist inc t sty les.
TD Pipe
One smo o th bowl fragment wi th slightly obtuse a ng l e to 'stem a xis
was f ound ( F i g u r e 31 A). Th e f r a gme n t was undecorated except f or
the letters "T D" incus e molded on the rear of the bowl. The
bowl has an oval and flat t ened spur a nd a bore or smoke hole h as
a 4/64" diameter and is t h e r efor e consistent with p ipes
manufactured after 1800. A simi lar pip e ha s been identifie d f r om
the 1850-1890 Custer Road Dump s i te in Michigan (Brose and -Rup p
1967:62) .

Ribbed or Fluted Pipes
Two identical pipe bowls ( F i g ure 31 B) decorated with raised
ribbing or fluting on t h e l owe r two-thirds of the bowl we r e
r ecovered. The upper th i rd o f the bowl is decorated with a
rai sed chain motif. Both pipe bowls have a smoke hole diameter
of 4 /6 4 " a n d would h ave had a slightly obtuse angle to the stem
a x is. Althou g h no e x a c t matches for this style of bowl have been
i dentified , simi l a r deco rated pipes are associated with the
n i neteenth century (Ayto 1979:12) and have been found at the
Custer Ro a d Dump s ite (Brose and Rupp 1967:51, VI N), and in
Sa c r ame n t o , California from a context dating from 1852 (Humphrey
1969:18 -19).

writing

Slate Pencils
The Eberhard privy contained one slate pencil (Figure 31 D).
It
was 5 mm (.22") in diameter and 7.3 em (3") in length.
Excavations at Villa Torino, a site in San Jose dating from 18501900 contained similarly sized slate pencils (Cartier et ale
1994: 103) •

Pencil Eraser
A zinc metal ferrule or eraser holder and rubber eraser from a
wood~n pencil were also recovered from the privy (Figure 31 C).
It matches the dimensions of a modern pencil (8 mm [.30"]
diameter)eraser holder. Pencils with erasers were first produced
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Figure 31. Pastimes--A. "TD" pipe. B.
fluted pipes.
c. pencil ferrule D. slate pencil.
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in 1858. Pencil ferrules were also found at Fort Bowie, Arizona,
a site dating from 1861 to 1880 (Herskovitz 1978:55).

Letter Opener
One of the more interesting items recovered from the Eberhard
privy was a bone letter opener. Cut from the rib of a large
mammal the reverse of this implement still exhibits the
striations associated with the spinning of a circular saw in the
removal of cancellous bone. The obverse of this tapering 13 cm
(5.18") long artifact is polished and has beveled edges (Figure
30 B).
Similar artifacts have not been identified in the
literature of this era. As such it may represent a locallyproduced item.
Ink Bottles
Two ink wells were excavated from the privy. The first was made
of brown or amber-colored glass. The other, aqua-colored bottle,
is cone shaped.
Unembossed, the vessel has two rings at the
neck (Putnam 1965:59--Figure 32). Two mold seams run up to the
top of the second ring. A similiar inkwell bottle was discovered
at the Custer Road Dump site in Michigan (Brose and Rupp
1967:122) .
Summary
The adult Eberhards participated in the same gender specific
activities as did many other middle class Americans in the last
third of the nineteenth century. Artifacts associated with this
nascent part of the Industrial Revolution are illustrative of the
chasm that separated male and female gender roles. They also
indicate their status as educated capitalist entrepreneurs in the
variety of writing implements recovered.
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Figure 32.

Aqua-colored glass ink bottle.
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Toys and The Eberhard Children

By .t h e 1880s Jacob and Mary Eberhard were the proud parents of
ten children.
In that nascent era of wage labor and capitalism,
children of the elite and growing middle-class were separated
from the household economy of previous millennia.
Instead, their
activities focused on "play," delaying their entry into the
labor market
(Aries 1962). Yet, this extension of childhood
helped drive the capitalist economy by creating the demand for a
variety of mass-produced, gender specific toys. This is perhaps
best illustrated in the San Jose city Directory of 1870(:173)
where five purveyors of toys are listed. As consumers of these
articles the children's gender role and ideology were shaped by
their parent's values, economic status, and sometimes their
ethnicity in their choice of toys. Thus, while in most
documentary reconstructions of the past children are largely
invisible, the archaeological record, as represented by the
artifacts recovered from the privy, yields evidence of the lives
and activities of the younger Eberhards.
Marbles

Marbles have been a popular form of amusement for thousands of
years (Baumann 1991; Ferritti 1973). The Eberhard privy yielded
one ceramic and three glass marbles.
ceramic
The exact production dates of brown and blue lead glazed white
ball clay or crockery marbles is somewhat unclear. Manufacture of
these so-called "Bennington" marbles is associated with the
middle third of the nineteenth century. Nonetheless it is known
that the commercial production of painted clay marbles continued
until the end of World War I in both the united States and
Germany (Randall 1971:103-104). The Eberhard marble is 1.8 cm
(.69") in diameter and has a brown glaze (Figure 30 E). A
similar example is noted from the Villa Torino site in San Jose
(Archaeological Resource Management 1994:43-44) and Fort Bowie,
Arizona (Herskovitz 1978:120).
Glass
It is reported that the ancient Greeks and Romans produced glass
marbles. The modern commercial export production of hand-made
glass marbles began in 1846 in what would become Germany. While
there were some attempts at the commercial production of handmade marbles in the united States, the large-scale production . of
glass marbles did not begin until the development of machine-made
forms shortly after the turn of the century. Hand-made marbles
are distinguished from machine-made marbles by the presence of
two irregular spots at opposite sides. These spots were the
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points where the marble was twisted and cut from a glass rod and
later polished. The most common design of hand-made marbles is a
spiral of ribbons, sometimes called "German Swirls," of various
colors of glass in the center of a clear marble (Baumann 1991;
Ferritti 1973; Randall 1971:104).
The glass marbles from the Eberhard privy (Figure 30 D) exhibit
the irregular spots and the spiral of multi-colored ribbons of
glass. Because they are hand-made there is a slight variation in
size (1.75-1.9 cm, .68"-.75") and colors represented (red, white
and blue; red, white, blue and green; and red, white, blue,
green, and yellow).
Similarly sized and decorated hand-made
glass marbles have been reported from Fort Bowie (Herskovitz
1978: 32) •
Glass Shoe Candy container

One of the most interesting discoveries was a molded glass
container in the form of a shoe (Figure 33) . It would have
contained sugar candy.
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Figure 33.
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Glass shoe candy container.
60

ceramics

Nine children's toy ceramic vessels were recovered in the
Eberhard privy. These miniature vessels comprise what would best
be termed a "doll-sized" tea set, probably made in England or the
eastern united states. A toy generally associated with young
girls, we can see it as one of the sets of artifacts that were
crucial in shaping gender roles in the nineteenth century (Wall
1991:73).
Five of these vessels are fragments of teacups from a child's tea
set.. One teacup, almost complete (Vessel #26:Appendix Bi Figure
34 C) and the base of another (Vessel # 27) are two of the same
set. They are porcelain with no distinguishing makers marks.
Another teacup, smaller than the first two, is also undecorated,
white porcelain (Vessel #28: Appendix Bi Figure 34 B). A
similar one is identified in, "The Ceramics of Lower Fort Gary:
Operations 1-31,"
(Sussman 1979:323). The same report also
shows a photograph of a child's toy saucer which is similar to a
white porcelain saucer in this collection. (Vessel # 30: Appendix
Bi Figure 34 A).
The last distinguishable child-sized ceramic vessel is a toy
pitcher (Vessel #34i Figure 34 D).
It is similar to a pitcher
advertised in an 1895 Montgomery Ward Catalog as being part of a
child's play toilet set (Montgomery Ward 1895:507B). At the
time, the price of this set was 65 cents.
Dolls

Nine doll fragments were recovered from the Eberhard privy.
In the nineteenth century (what would become) Germany was the
center of the mass-produced toy ' industry (Boehn 1950i Coleman
1968i Fawcett 1964i Swanberg 1979).
A central part of this
industry was the manufacture of unglazed and glazed dolls.

Bisque
Unglazed ceramic dolls are variably referred to as "bisque" or
"Parian." For the sixty years between 1844 and 1914 bisque was
used extensively for doll heads, the vast majority of which were
made in Germany (Noel Hume 1969:318). Pink flesh-tone tinting of
the heads came into common manufacture by the 1850s (Fawcett
1964:82) .
One bisque ceramic head, Figure 35 B, has blonde hair, blue eyes,
and a pink flesh-tone~ Queen victoria preferred blue eyes and
toy manufacturers sought to cash in on the royal prerogative.
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Figure

34.

Toys---A. saucer.

B. & C. cups.

E. mug.
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D. pitcher.

Figure 35.

Dolls--A. "Frozen Charlotte". B. bisque head.
C. bisque arm. D. "Biedermeier" doll head.
E. Parian figure toga clad man.
F . glazed leg.
G. bisque leg
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The blue eyes and hair style depicted on the figure suggests a
manufacturing date in the 1850s. Although it is speculative,
this artifact may represent a treasured toy carried by Mary Glein
during her emigration from Germany in the 1850s. Later, as Mrs.
Eberhard, she may have passed the doll onto one of her daughters
who subsequently lost it in the privy.
A tiny 4 cm (1.5") tall Parian figure ofa man dressed in a toga
was also found (Figure 35 E). These were made in Germany during
the 1860s and 70s (Fawcett 1964) and have also been recovered at
the Custer Road Dump site in Michigan (Brose and Rupp 1967:51).
Additionally, a bisque leg and a bent bisque arm pierced for
attachment to the doll body were recovered (Figure 35 C & G). A
similar painted bisque arm was excavated at Fort Bowie
(Herskovitz 1978:119). Finally, fragments of two slip-cast,
"Biedermeier" dolls were found (Figure 35 D). Painted in pink
flesh tones, with a minimum of modeled hair, they date to before
the 1880s (Noel Hume 1969:317; Pastron et ale 1981:518).
Glazed
The most complete doll found in the privy stands some 9.5 cm
(3.75") tall and has a full-head of curly hair parted down the
middle (Figure 35 A). This white colored doll was manufactured
in France between 1850 and 1914. They are popularly referred to
as "Frozen Charlotte" dolls and were to represent a baby which
were said to have often been carried in the arms of bigger dolls.
Examples of these have been excavated at Villa Torino in San Jose
(Cartier et ale 1994) and along the San Francisco waterfront
(Pastron et ale 1981:512-513).
A brown booted leg with a painted blue garter was also found in
the privy (Figure 35 F). Made in Germany, it was hollow-cast,
and grooved at the thigh for attachment to a rag doll. Because
the leg has a small calf and wears a flat soled shoe it can be
dated between 1855 and 1880. After 1880, calves became bulbous
and the foot was shod with high-heeled shoes. Similar legs,
wearing both flat and high heel shoes have been found at the
Custer Road Dump site in Michigan (Brose and Rupp 1967:51,55) and
along the San Francisco waterfront (Pastron et ale 1981:519-520) .
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Summary
The Eberhard privy provides interesting insights into how the
Industrial Revolution, on a global scale, directly contributed to
the formation of contemporary Western concepts of gender role.
It is evident that by the last third of the century trade
networks had created a global marketplace that was capable of
supplying the Eberhard children with toys made in England,
France, Germany and the eastern united states (see Adams 1976).
In this way the Eberhards were being enculturated into gender
roles that transcended national frontiers and were instead
directly linked to the creation of capitalist society.
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PERSONAL HYGIENE, GROOMI NG AND CLOTHING

Introduction

In the decades following the American civil War medicine, based
on the germ theory, began to slowly take on the form we know
today.
In this era before the Food and Drug Administration,
people relied on home remedies and a variety of patent, over the
counter medicines. The Eberhard family was no exception to this
trend.
At the Eberhard privy site, thirty-two glass non-alcohol bottles
and bottle fragments were found. Included in this category are
medicine bottles, homeopathic bottles and personal or grooming
bottles. Among these were two perfume bottles, seven embossed
medicine bottles, three homeopathic vials, one fluted
prescription bottle, two round prescription vials, one possible
makeup container, one tooth wash bottle, four intact medicine
bottles with no markings, one intact medicine bottle with a
maker's mark, two partial medicine bottles, one glass bottom,
five identifiable embossed fragments, and two glass fragments.
Three of the thirty-two bottles had identifiable maker's marks . .
Pharmaceutical and Patent Medicine

There were a wide variety of medicines found at the Eberhard
site. The medicines used range from cod liver oil to Ayer's
Cherry Pectoral as well as products from local pharmacists. The
Eberhards' frequented both local pharmacists and purchased patent
medicines manufactured in Massachusetts and New York. The large
quantity of pharmaceutical bottles may be indicative of a large
number of people living at the house. The Eberhards had ten
children which may explain why there were so many different kinds
of medicine bottles discarded in the privy.
All of the bottles with visible mold lines had hand finished
lips. FUlly molded bottles were not produced until after 1900 and
not mass-produced until later in the twentieth century. As such,
this suggests that all of the bottles at this site were produced
prior to 1900. Detailed descriptions of each appear in Appendix

c.

A number of different forms of containers with specific trade
n a me s will be mentioned in the following pages. For those
u nacquainted with those names Figure 36 A, B, C, D (drawn from
H.E. Putnam's 1965 book Bottle Identification) are provided for
c ompa r a t i v e purposes.
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B

D

c
Figure 36.

Pharmaceutical bottle types (after H.E. Putnam 1965)
A. fluted prescription. B. Sun oval. C. Ball neck
panel. D. Roung patch box--opal.
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Maker's marksWhitall, Tatum & Co.This company began manufacturing glass in Millville, New Jersey
in 1806. There have been multiple owners and the maker's marks
have also varied. From 1857 to 1938, the mark was
"WT & Co.", the mark found on two of the bottles ·in the
collection (Toulouse 1972:544; Figure 38 A).
Whitall, Tatum & Co. was one of the largest suppliers of
druggists glassware on both coasts from the 1870s and 1880s
(Sternad and Pritchett 1981: 310). WT&Co.'s catalog (1902)
pictured many of the types of bottles in the Eberhard Privy
collection, including the Philadelphia Oval, French Square, Ball
Neck Panel, round and fluted prescription types of bottles.
SBW & Co."SBW& CO.1i was embossed on the bottom of one bottle in "t h e
collection. The closest reference to this bottle is "SBW". A
hand-finished bottle with the SBW mark was found in Ferndale,
California but there is no known glass maker with this mark in
the West (Toulouse 1972: 464). The SBW maker's mark is estimated
as pre-1900's because the bottle on which it was found was handfinished.
Ayer's cherry PectoralAyer's Cherry Pectoral was manufactured in Lowell, Massachusetts.
According to Fike (1987:199), Cherry Pectoral was introduced in
1847. It was the first product produced by the company
(Herskovitz 1987:13). An 1891 advertisement in the Phoenix Weekly
Herald says "A dose of this medicine affords certain and speedy
relief to cure colds, coughs, sore throat, asthma, bronchitis,
hoarseness, and the various other disorders of the breathing
apparatus. Ayer's Cherry Pectoral has no equal" (Fike 1987:199).
The almost intact bottle is a castoria style panel (Putnam
1965:50) with four recessed panels and embossing on all four
sides. The bottle has a two part finish, a double ring. There is
a 22 embossed on the base. Because of the way the bottle was
broken and fitted back together, no mold lines were visible
(Figure 37 A & B).
H Oberdeener Apothecary and S Oberdeener Pharmacist
Moses Oberdeener opened an apothecary in Santa Clara in 1871,
taking over the store from J.G. Robinson. Moses ran the business
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Figure 37. A.

Ayer's Cherry Pectoral--Castoria-style panel.
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Figure

37. B.

Ayer's Cherry Pectoral--Castoria-style panel.
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until 1882 or 1884 when his son, Samuel, took over the business
on Franklin Street (San Jose City Directory 1884-1885: 307).
One complete bottle and two identifiable fragments were found
with the M. Oberdeener trademark. The complete bottle is a tall
style french square with a rounded shoulder, beveled edges, and a
prescription lip. One side of the bottle is embossed with the
trademark and name, Moses Oberdeener. There are two mold lines up
to the base of the neck; the neck and lip are hand finished
(Figure 38 B). The two fragments recovered appear to be different
parts of another bottle of the same size because the embossing is
the same size on both the fragments and the complete bottle. One
fragment has part of the trademark and the other has the words
OBERDEENER- APOTHECARY- SANTA CLARA.
There were three different S. Oberdeener bottles and one fragment
recovered. One intact bottle was a large Buffalo or Egyptian Oval
shape with a prescription lip, one embossed panel, and a scooped
shoulder. The visible mold lines end at the middle of the neck
and the lip was hand-finished (Figure 39). The second S.
Oberdeener bottle found is missing part of the neck and the lip
(Figure 38 A) and another partial bottle has the neck, shoulder,
and part of the embossing. The S. Oberdeener bottles are similar
to the M. Oberdeener bottles in their marking. There are three
lines with the name, occupation, and location. Each bottle also
has the trademark. The two partial bottles are small Philadelphia
ovals and Figure 38 A is a slightly larger bottle than the other
bottle. The bottles have rounded shoulders and are oval with one
embossed panel. Each has mold seams up to the middle of the neck.
Figure 38 A has the maker's mark of Whitall, Tatum and Company.
The Philadelphia Oval bottle type is pictured on the first page
of flint glassware in the 1902 Whitall, Tatum & Company
catalogue. The fragment appears to be a piece of another S.
Oberdeener bottle. It is embossed "ARA" and matches the style of
the other S. Oberdeener bottles.
Another S. Oberdeener bottle was found by Iris Saxon at the
Municipal Court House privy site on Homestead Road. It is on
display at the Headen-Inman House, part of the Santa Clara
Historic Museum and Cultural Center complex.
Shaw & Callisch Druggists
One "Shaw & Callisch" labeled bottle was recovered from the
Eberhard privy.
In the 1878-1879(:223) San Jose City Directory,
Shaw and Callisch Druggists were located at 392 First Street. The
pair moved to 93 South First Street by 1884 (1884-1885:194). The
partnership must have been dissolved because in the 1887-1888
directory, a C.J. Shaw was located at 100 First Street (244) and
a Lou Callisch was at 93 First Street(57). Callisch is the only
one mentioned in the 1889 directory, and he was still located at
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Figure 38. A. Oberdeener--small Philadelphia oval.
B. Oberdeener-- tall French square.
c. Wyeth & Bros.--small French square.
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Figure 39.

Egyptian oval form, Oberdeener Pharmacy.

73

93 South First street (89). The bottle found at the Eberhard site
is embossed Shaw & Callisch, 39 2 First Street, and so is assumed
to date before 1884.
The bottle resembles a Union Oval with an embossed front panel
with the Shaw & Callisch markings (Figure 40). There is another
panel on both sides of the bottle wh i c h runs from the base to the
neck. The shoulder is rounded and there is a prescription lip.
The bottle was hand-finished. Because only part of the bottle
was recovered, there were no visible mold seams. The base has the
maker's mark of Whitall, Tatum & Co. and a patent date, Jan 1884.
The bottle type did not appear in the 1902 catalog, so Whitall,
Tatum & Co must have discontinued manufacturing the bottle before
1902.
Tarrant & Company Druggists

Tarrant & Co was based in New York. The name, Tarrant & Co, was
used from 1859-1906 and was called The Tarrant Co. after 1906
(Fike 1987:48). A Tarrant & Co bottle is also represented at the
Seawall project site dating from the 1870's and 1880's (Sternad
and Prichett 1981:329). No product name is embossed on the bottle
although Sternad and Prichett mention that one of the company's
chief products was "Tarrant's Effervescent Seltzer Aperient, a
concentrated powder for making an instant "fizz" to solve
gastrointestinal complaints" (Sternad and Prichett 1981:329).
This corresponds with Fike (1987:48) who also mentions that
Effervescent Seltzer Aperient was one of the leading products of
Ta r r ant & Co .
The bott le i s a 'wi d e mou th Blake type bottle pictured in the
Whita ll, Tatum & Co. 1 9 02 c a t al o g. I t is rectangular with
beve l led edges and o n e e mbos s e d pane l . There a r e two v ertical
seams which stop at t he base of the neck . The n eck i s cylind ri c a l
and the lip is patent type which means that t h e l i p i s u ni f o rm
all the way aro und a nd t h e top of t h e l i p i s flat . S i n ce the
bottle has a wide mouth , it was probably used for pills or
powders and not liquids. The measurements of the bottle, given in
Table A match the measurements given by Fike of a Seltzer
Aperient bottle,"5.12in. x 2.44in. x 1.50 in." (1987:48).

mo.

WYETH &BRO

The bottle found with the markings of JNO Wyeth contai ned
Dialysed Iron. The company of JNO Wyet h & Bro . wa s based in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (Fike 1987: 121 ) . J o hn Wy e th began the
company with his brother, Frank, in 1868. Th ere wa s n o ment ion of
the Dialysed Iron product but they were manufac tur ing a cod liver
oil product and tablets containing laudanum, l e a d, a n d water
(Fike 1987:187, 197).
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Figure 40.

Union oval - - Shaw & Callisch Druggists.
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The bottle is a small version of a French Square, with one
embossed panel and bevelled edges. The neck and lip were not
found. There are two mold seams which end at the base of the
neck. (Figure 38 C).
One bottle was found with the maker's mark of SBW ·& Co which was
discussed in an earlier section. The bottle is oval and was made
by a two part mold. The seam runs up to the middle of the neck.
The bottle has rounded shoulders and a wide prescription lip.
There is one wide mouth fluted prescription bottle in the
collection. The bottle is pictured on page 38 of Putnam (1965)
and there is also an example of the bottle in the Whitall, Tatum
& Co . catalog (Figure 36 A). The bottle has a patent lip . A
bottle of this type is also represented at the Seawall site
(sternad and Prichett 1981: 312).
Three homeopathic vials were found, each is a different size.
They are all circular, flint colored with a patent lip. Different
types of vials are pictured in the 1902 Whitall, Tatum & Co. and
in Putnam (1965:119,120). Whitall, Tatum & Co began producing a
new type of homeopathic vials for their 1880 catalog, using a
special patent tool which produced a uniform neck and lip
(Sternad and Prichett 1981:315). Homeopathic vials were used by
physicians and druggists for small amounts of med icine o r pills.
Examples of these vials were found at the Seawall site in San
Francisco (Sternad and Prichett 1981:315), a nd the Villa To r i n o
site ( Ca r t i e r et ale 1994:85).
There are two other prescription bottles in the collection. Both
are flint colored, and have cylindrical bodies. The ·f i r s t bottle
has a prescription lip and a seam up to the neck and is
classified as a round prescription. The second bottle is similar
to the first except that it has a narrow neck and a patent lip.
Another bottle recovered appears to be a tooth wash bottle. Part
of the neck and the lip are missing but the shape of the body and
the shoulder resembles one of the tooth wash bottles pictured in
the 1902 Whitall, Tatum & Co. catalog. The bottle is oval with an
ovoid base. The seam runs up to the shoulder and there is one
horizontal step at the shoulder. The bottle has a scooped neck
above the step.
The n ext bottle in the collection is similar to the sun oval
s h a p e ( Put n am 1965:22). It has scooped neck and a prescription
neck (Fi gure 3 6 B) .
A cod liver oil bottle was found which has
four recessed pan e l s and a rounded shoulder. The lip was not
reco ver ed. The o ther bott l e s in t he ·c o l l e c t i o n include a paneled
ball nec k ( Figure 3 6 C) a nd t h e b a s e of a small Philadelphia
Oval . Two f r a gme n t s of the same bottl e were found and appear to
be part of a large bottle . One piece i s p a rt of the base and the
other piece is part of the side of the bott le . Both fragments
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have beveled edges. Another fragment found is part of a recessed
panel and did not fit with any other fragments or bottles in the
collection. The last fragment is dark green and may have been
part of a paneled bottle containing bitters. The bottle was
embossed but the fragment that has survived only has the letter

"C."
Figure 41 is a rendering of an unidentified medicinal bottle.
is cylindrical with a wide mouth and a flared lip finish.

It

Personal or Grooming
Hoyt's German cologneOne bottle was found embossed with Hoyt's markings. Hoyt's
cologne was developed around 1859 and was sold in sample vials
beginning in 1867. E.W. Hoyt and Company was established in
January of 1872 (Herskovitz 1978:17). They were located in
Lowell, Massachusetts. Herskovitz cites Devner (1970: 55-6) as
saying that Hoyt's German Cologne was sold until 1915 (Herskovitz
1978: 19). A Hoyt's bottle was also represented at the Seawall
site project in San Francisco dating to 1870's and 1880's
(Sternad and Pr ichett 1981:628).
Only half of the bottle was recovered. There are two vertical
seams which run up to the base of the neck, the neck and lip were
hand-finished. The bottle has a prescription lip finish, meaning
"the top of the lip slopes down towards the bore" , (J o n e s and
Sullivan 1985:81). The bottle shape is cylindrical with a
recessed emb ossed panel bearing the legend "Hoyt's German
Cologne, Lowell, Mass".
Ricksecker's PerfumesOne bottle was found bearing the name of "Theo Ricksecker's
Perfumes". This company was manufacturing perfumes by 1884 (Fike
1987). Ricksecker's introduced four new four perfumes in 1884:
Golden Gate, Lily of the .Va l l e y , Mizpah, and Subrogan (JonesNorth 1987). Ricksecker's was manufactured in Hoboken, New
Jersey although the bottles are imprinted New York, New York.
The bottle and its ground glass stopper were intact and there is
some liquid left in the bottle that may represent the dregs of
essence. It has a circular indented base and the bottle is
cy~indrical in form. It has a bead neck. There is diagonal
writing on the body and the stopper is also embossed (Figure 42).
There are two vertical mold seams which end at the neck and ,t h e
neck was hand-finished. The ground glass stopper has a mold line
running through the middle of it.
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Unidentified medicine bottle.
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Richsecker's Perfume.
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Lip Salve or Tooth Powder Box
A milk glass or opal glass circular container was found with a
partial lid. The recovered part of the lid reads: CONSOLIDATED AR COMPANY- NEW YORK. The container bottom is pictured i n the
1902 Whitall, Tatum & Company Catalog. In the catalog, it is
described as either a lip salve box or a tooth powder box . A
similar container is also pictured in Putnam (1965:91). In his
book, it is described as a round patch box. It has a circular
grooved bottom with the number 640 (Figure 36 D).
Summary
On the basis of the recovered bottles it may be determined that
the ~erminus post quem for the feature is 1857 because before
that date Whitall, Tatum & Company had a different trademark.
The terminus ante quem is 1900 because bottle production changed
from hand finished to fully machine-made. The Eberhard's world
was not confined to Santa Clara. The variety of manufacturers
suggests that there was widespread trade between California and
the East Coast at this time.
Clothing
Introduction
Another by-product of the Industrial Revolution was massproduced, ready-to-wear clothing. Unskilled workers fabricated
the clothing from an ever increasing list of manufactured
materials.
This meant that the overall cost for clothing would
go down but, with that fall, there would be a concurrent drop in
overall quality.
Shoes
As the proprietor of a sole leather tannery the Eberhard's would
have been well shod.
From the privy excavation, a lace eyelet
row (probably from a women's high lace shoe) and a leather
machine sewn sole were recovered (Figure 43 A & B). This method
of manufacture was in vogue in the 1860s and 1870s (Anderson
1968:59)~
It is interesting to note that the tannery's downturn
and demise was already in the works at this early date.
Neolite
soles, developed by the Goodyear Rubber Company, were developed
in the nineteenth century.
In the 1930s the Depression combined
with the rise of the internal combustion engine spelled the end
of leather tanneries.
No longer would there be a need for
harness or shoe leather.
Instead there was a need for rubber
tires, fan belts, and neolite rubber soles. Manuel Gaspar would
later recall a conversation he overheard at the Santa Clara
railroad depot between Jacob's son Oscar Eberhard and
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Figure 43.

Footwear--A. eyelet row. B. machine sewn sale.
C. S.M. Bixby & Co. shoe polish tin.

81

retired tannery workers in the 1930s. Oscar pointed at his worn
out shoes and commented that in the past he would have thrown
them out but that now he could not even afford to resole them
with the very leather he produced (Manuel Gaspar, Personal
Communication, April 19, 1995).
In addition to the shoe parts a tin of "Finishing Paste" or shoe
polish produced by "S.M. Bixby & Co., New York" was also
recovered (Figure 43 C).
Buttons
The Eberhard privy provided a cross-section of nineteenth century
buttons. Made of brass, shell, milk glass, jet, and rubber they
represent the shift from handmade to mass-produced machine-made
that characterized the last third of the century.
A single plain brass button with a soldered metal loop shank was
recovered (Figure 44 A).
It bore no makers mark.
Two mother-of-pearl shell buttons were also found (Figure 44 B).
These two-hole sew-through buttons were handmade and are
identical to those found at Fort Bowie (Herskovitz 1978:131).
Most of the buttons discovered in the Eberhard privy are plain
four-hole sew-through buttons of white milk glass (Figure 44 C).
Other than some slight variation in the form of the buttons they
are basically alike. More elaborate forms of milk glass buttons
include a four-hole sew-through button with an overglazed brown
herringbone pattern (Figure 44 D) and a four-hole sew-through
button in chocolate brown glass (Figure 44 E). Similar milk
glass buttons are reported by Herskovitz (1978:29-30) at Fort
Bowie.
Two jet buttons were also found (Figure 44 F). The surface of
the circular buttons is decorated with a stamped hexagon. They
would have been attached through a hole in the jet shank of the
button. Costly when new, they would have fastened and adorned a
woman's dress.
The last button is dome shaped and made of grey rubber (Figure 44
G).
It is of the two-hole sew-through variety. Rubber buttons
found at Fort Bowie were made by the Goodyear Rubber Company
(Herskovitz 1978:132-133). The one found in the Eberhard privy
bore no makers mark.
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Summary
The articles of clothing found in the privy suggest that the
Eberhards purchased -the same mass-produced clothing as other
working and middle-class families of the era. Nonetheless the
presence of jet buttons indicate that the Eberhards economic
well-being was perhaps visible in the clothing of Mrs. Mary Glein
Eberhard. As the mistress of the house she would have
represented the family to the other elites of the community.

Interpreting the Evidence

The archaeologically recovered material culture from the Eberhard
privy yields evidence that is indicative of the everyday life of
an upper middle class family in the last third of the nineteenth
century. This was a family of working class roots whose l i v e s
were intimately linked to their laborers by the shear proximity
of their home to their business and the homes of their workers.
The diverse origin of the Eberhard's material culture also
reveals that they were participants in the burgeoning world
capitalist economy. Yet, at the same time we can see from the
remains of their food and medicinal containers that they
participated in the local economy as well.
Finally, the changing
technological world is evident in the form of artifacts
associated with electrical lights side by side with kerosene
lamps. The Eberhards were a family in transition living in a
world in transition.
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CHAPTER 4
The Tannery, The Neighborhood, and the University

Introduction

The stories of the Tannery, the City, and the University {as the
heir to the mission}, were intimately entwined for over 170
years. As each grew and changed with the times it affected the
others. The legacy of this relationship is still felt today.
The Tannery's story is also the story of the City and the
University. One of the important aspects of a community study is
understanding the complex ecomonic relationships that shape the
lifeways of its inhabitants. To better understand the position
of the Eberhards and their Tannery in Santa Clara, consideration
must be given to the surrounding neighborhood. The area under
consideration is bordered by Bellomy Street on the south,
Lafayette Street on the west, the Southern Pacific Rail Road to
the east and Benton Street to the north.
Economically it was largely supported by two major local
industries, the Eberhard Tannery, and the Pacific Manufacturing
Company at the corner of Bellomy and the Alameda.
Others worked
at the "Santa Clara Brewery" at the corner of Alviso and Benton
Streets and in a variety of taverns, shops, restaurants,
distilleries, and laundries along Franklin and Sherman Streets
{San Jose City Directory 1870:231-234; San Jose Daily Mercury May
15, 1892:14-16}. Interspersed between these smaller businesses
were the homes of most workers. The heart of the mission
rancheria and the City of Santa Clara, this area was, and
continues to be, a working class neighborhood. This designation
is supported by the size of the homes and the lots in the
neighborhood. There, the homes are much smaller than the
Eberhard property and home {Sanborn Insurence Map 1891}. These
smaller homes belonged to many of the tannery workers {San Jose
City Directory 1882}. According to Violet Perry the area has
traditionally been made up of working class families. She stated
that the homes away from the Eberhard Tannery, including those
along the present day Alameda, were the homes of the wealthy
{Perry Personal Communication April 7, 1995}.
Census data reveals that the majority of Santa Clara residents
were working class immigrants from Asia, Europe, Latin America,
and eastern North America. Analysis of the 1893 C.E. Moore
property owners map demonstrates the ethnic diversity that
characterized and continues to characterize the neighborhood.
While larger municipalities tend to develop ethnic enclaves or
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ghettos, this neighborhood has been ethnically mixed from the
time of the mission rancheria.
It is interesting to note that,
Jose Villarreal's 1959 coming of age novel Pocho, was based on
his youth in 1920s and 1930s Santa Clara. Villareal lived near
the intersection of Lewis and Lincoln Streets. In his -book
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Mexican, Irish, English, Japanese,
Filipino and Yugoslav families lived and worked together.
Meetings were held in a combination of Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and English (1959:48). Marty Boland, who grew up at 641
Franklin Street, and Manuel Gaspar and Violet Perry of Benton
Street underscore the continuation of this diversity. Their
neighbors included a cornucopia of ethnic diversity including
Colonica, Martinelli, Bagnatori, Bacigalupi, Cronin, Costello,
Brythe, Coffee, Graham, Parducci, Lima, Berticini, and Giannini.
One of the most significant early immigrant groups were the
Germans. City Directories and property maps for the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries reveal families of German ancestry
including Emig, Fischer, Franck, Tantan, Theuerkauf, Liebe,
Habich, Hart, Ritter, Koenig, Lauck, Menzel, Cronin, Roll, and
Wergeber demonstrate the size of the German Colony (Moore 1893).
Members of these families would later take on important community
roles such as City Clerk (August Cronin), County Sheriff (William
Emig) and State Senator (Franck). The German community looked to
the neighborhood for their homes, their livelihood, and their
ethnic identity.
In the 1860s, on the southwest corner of Benton
and Alviso Streets, they constructed the Verein. The Verein (a
German word meaning "gymnasium") was unique west of the
Mississippi.
It housed both a gynmasium and a social hall where
the German community would congregate.
A San Jose Mercury News article

(June 1, 1953) mentions that many
of the employees of the tannery were of German descent. It would
seem that Eberhard, a German himself, was hiring his own
countrymen to work in the the Tannery. Emil and Henry Emig
worked as tanners for Eberhard, while Frank Emig served as a
bookeeper for the Tannery. The families repectively lived at 770
Benton and 743 Franklin Streets (Polk-Husted 1911). Manuel
Gaspar notes that as late as the 1930's retired tannery workers
used to sit at the Santa Clara depot and discuss the days news in
German (Gaspar Personal Communication April 19, 1995).
The community was made up of other businesses besides the
Eberhard Tannery. Marty Boland, a long time resident of Santa
Clara who attended the University as a day scholar in the 1920's.,
mentions the Rosenburg Brothers and Company "packers of dried
fruits and nuts, ." (San Jose City Directory 1940:976). It was
located at 501 Benton Street near the railroad. Boland recalled
(1982) the smell of fruit which wafted across the athletic field
behind the tannery when all the fruit was being dried. He, and
Violet Perry also spoke of the Enterprise Laundry at 867 Sherman
street, a long-lived (1894-1970) area business (Polk-Husted
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1911). Boland summed up the nature of the area when he stated,
"the town lived by [the factory] whistle."
Although a working class neighborhood Franklin street was the
main thoroughfares in Santa Clara. Since the 1860s an interurban streetcar line (first horse drawn and later, in 1887,
electrified) connected the "Gowns" of Santa Clara University and
the people of Santa Clara with the larger city_ of San Jose
(Garcia 1994:31; San J o s e city Directory 1882: 441; San Jose
Mercury 1896). Even after the line ceased functioning on April
10, 1938 Franklin Street was still lined with homes and stores.
Between the intersections of Grant and Alviso stood Eske's Coffee
Shop and Banquet Room, the Campus Smoke Shop, the Greyhound Bus
Depot, the College Creamery Restaurant, the Donahue Cliff
Portrait Studio, Mary Lou's Beauty Salon, and the Modern Shoe
Shop. The number of these businesses shows the continued
importance of Franklin Street as a main business street within
the community (Polk 1954).
Today when we walk around the neighborhood north of Santa Clara
University, there are many homes and a few businesses that remain
from the era before World War II and the rapid growth of the
community. However most of the homes that made up the community
known to people like Marty Boland, Violet Perry and Manuel Gaspar
are gone. [ Th e community that once existed here is buried
underneath the Santa Clara campu~

The Campus and the Neighborhood

In 1851 Santa Clara Mission became Santa Clara College. During
the decade prior to its metamorphosis from a Franciscan mission
to a Jesuit teaching institution, the large tracts of Mission
lands were sold off. These included agricultural and pasture
lands and orchards (McKevitt 1979; Skowronek and Garcia 1995).
Soon much of the land in the area of the modern University had
been sold and a city was born. Santa Clara prospered outside of
.t h e College, as it did not depend solely on the school, as some
cities do, to stay viable.
Instead Santa Clara made its name
through such prestigious institutions as the Eberhard Tannery and
Pacific Manufacturing mills.
The success of the Eberhard Tannery and other businesses in young
santa Clara turned the focus of the City community away from the
University. Yet, as one long time resident noted, Santa Clara
College, was something the community wanted (Boland 1982).
It
enjoyed being able to stand out from other Bay Area communities,
such as Mountain View or Fremont. As .Marty Boland states in his
interview, the community liked the College but it was not tied to
it. There was little if any community-university interaction.
Except for one carnival event, Boland could not remember a time
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when the University sponsored any kind of function for the
community (1982).
Some of the estrangement that was and is still felt by the
surrounding community as regards the University has to do with
the Jesuit nature of the school.
For a very long time, most of
the leaders in the college were solely Jesuits, with no ties to
the community.
In all of the city Directories studied,
especially that of 1911-1912, many members of the surrounding
community were either laborers employed in such duties as
gardening and waiting tables, or lay teachers.
In some ways this
is mirrored in the make up of the laborers supporting the campus
today. Many are recent immigrants. Today there is a large
Azorean Portuguese population, in the past it would have
consisted of Italian, Irish and German. Thus, while the
University was supported in it's every day upkeep by the
community and likewise the University supported the livelihood of
many of the community members, the leadership of the school was
not connected to the community.
Boland states (1982) that the University did not contribute to
the economy at al l, however it is obvious tha t i n some ways it
d i d , by providing work. Yet, Boland's perception may be accurate
in that nobody, including the University, saw the co llege as
being attached to the town in any strong way.
Illustrative of
this were several instances when there were discussions about
moving the campus out of Santa Clara (McKevitt 1979).
Another aspect of the University that seems to have discouraged
inter-community communication was the distinction between the day
scholars and the boarders. Although these students had similar
educations there was a dichotomy between those living on- and
off-campus.
Boland, a community member and day scholar,
describes these differences as being evident but not producing
any hostility. The boarders were restricted in many ways that
the day scholars were not. They were required to be in bed by a
certain hour, and had other restrictions on them which people
living at home would not have had.
In the early years of the
college Day scholars and boarders were restricted in their
interactions with each other. By the time Boland found himself
involved with the campus in the 1920's, rules had lightened but
their legacy was still tangible (McKevitt 1979).
Boland also mentions that the boarders really had no use for the
Santa Clara community. They did not buy their clothing there,
and did not socialize there. The boarders would do the little
socializing they could do in San Jose, which provided many more
choices. As Boland said (1982), "There was not much here for the
students. There was not much commerce with the students . The
students were not good credit risks." Boland went on to say that
the students really were not that big a risk. He could not
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remember a time when the merchants really lost large sums of
money on students.
Gerald McKevitt describes the relationship that existed between
the University and the "Natives" in the years following the civil
War in his book The University of Santa Clara, A History.
He
states that, "the sustained influx of European priests continued
to inflame local nativists, whose indelicate accusations and
carping criticisms, in turn, increased the faculty's sensitivity
to opposition," (1979:105). This statement shows the inability
for both parties, the University and the City to get along even
in the earliest stages of the relationship. McKevitt goes on to
discuss the changing of the city's pUblic plaza in 1876 from
directly in front of the mission to another location in the town.
The University feared that a Chinese slum would be built across
from the beautiful mission and it was only due to the generosity
of an alum that allowed the University to purchase the land
(McKevitt 1979).
Another issue that pitted the University against the town was the
California public school system. The Jesuits violently opposed
the public schools because of the supposed lack of morality
contained therein.
However, many of the citizens of Santa Clara
were behind the pUblic schools. The outspokenness of some
faculty against the schools did not help University relations
(McKevitt 1979).
This relationship seems to show that the University, although
valued in the community, did not have a strong relationship with
it.
Binding ties were never truly formed.
Boland states that,
"I still think of the college myself as just being a ... let's say
it was almost like, that it wasn't there.
Oh, win friends and
influence people ... " (Boland 1982). As a Jesuit college it
received much of it's funding from sources outside of the area,
as well as through alumni ties not necessarily connected to the
community.
This absence of a positive relationship proved to be
detrimental when legal actions were taken by the University to
secure control of adjacent properties.
At the end of World War II Santa Clara University saw a sharp
increase in enrollment with the return of G.I.s from the war.
To
meet the needs of their expanding student body the University
looked across Grant Street (the Alameda) to the Eberhard Tannery.
It has been described as, "the ancient Eberhard Tanning Company,
which had fronted the campus area since 1849 and who's pungent
odors had for generations wafted through campus," (McKevitt
1979:281). According to longtime resident, Manuel Gaspar, the
Tannery was producing little after the World War II and, as such,
no longer employed the people it once had.
The annexation of the Tannery property was initiated by the
University in 1951 when a condemnation suit was brought against
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the Eberhards and other property owners in the vic inity of the
Tannery. This su it caused a controversy within the City and
community (San Jose Mercur y Ne ws June 1, 1953) . Santa Clara
University, led by President He r ma n J. Hauck , used the power o f
the Univers ity t o eventua l l y bu y the properties i n an out-ofcourt sett lement ( Pr e sid e nts Pa p e r s , Herman J . Ha uck, Sa nta Clar a
Un iversity Archives).
Although s ome of t h e hostility with the commu n i t y may be traced
to t h e fou n d ing of the city and the College , a central t h e me in
today' s animosity is tied to the expansion of the City and
University.
Manuel Gaspar stated (April 19, 1995) that urban
renewal in the 1960's and 1970's was, and continues to be, the
main reason for the animosity felt towards the University.
Insights into the community feelings of isolation come through
most clearly within oral histories, such as Marty Boland's.
Sometimes these oral histories can paint a much more accurate
picture of an event or time in history than can traditional
histories.
Perhaps the schism between the community and the University is
spelled out in a newspaper article, written just after the
tannery's purchase by the University.
In it Oscar Eberhard asks
that the historic adobe office building be preserved (San Jose
Mercury News June 1, 1953). This wish was not granted. The same
article expands on the contributions to the City of Santa Clara
ma de by the Eberhard's. Jacob and his family were valued members
of the community.
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CHAPTER 5
Conclusions

Results
The archaeological analysis of the Eberhard privy has given us a
glimpse into a Santa Clara that has largely ceased to exist.
From these material remains we have gained valuable insights into
the lifeways of the elite Eberhard family, and in turn, into what
made up their community and their world.
Taken alone this is far from a complete picture.
It is a view
from the top that does not take into account the differences
between owners and workers or native born versus foreign born.
We know the names and limited backgrounds of some of the people
who were the Eberhard's neighbors and from this we may glean a
general idea of the ethnic and economic makeup of their
neighborhood.
But what does this really tell us? First, on a
personal level by attempting to understand the past and who lived
it, we can gain a clearer view of our roots and of our
contemporary lifeways.
Secondly, by understanding our
community's past we can be more sensitive to the lifeways of our
neighbors. To do this future research must focus on the lives of
the largely unknown working people that made Santa Clara famous.
Future archaeological and documentary research may help us
understand if the lives of Portuguese families differed from
German or Irish families in Santa Clara and how the lives of the
"boarders" and priests were different from their counterparts in
the neighborhood.
On a larger scale we have briefly examined the relationship
between the University and the City. Oral history and
documentary research reveals that the level of trust between the
two has changed. By examining and having an appreciation for the
past the University and the City of Santa Clara can gain
sensitivity when approaching each other along the Franklin street
frontier.
Perhaps an awareness of the past can allow those
involved to not repeat mistakes made in the past.
We see the Eberhard privy project as the first step toward
healing past wounds and recapturing our shared past. We know
that the old Santa Clara no longer exists but in attempting to
reconstruct it we are able to recognize the important legacy that
the Eberhards and their Tannery have left us.
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A Final Word
Over the past thirty years there has been a gradual disappearance
of the old downtown along Main street and such landmarks as the
Eberhard Tannery, Pacific Manufacturing, the Verein, the
Enterprise Laundry and the homes that once lined the Alameda, and
Franklin, Sherman, and Homestead Streets. As a result, a mere
shadow of the former heart of the "Mission City" is all that
remains along Franklin and Benton Streets and EI Camino Real.
In
the 1990s this last vestige of the oldest neighborhood in Santa
Clara is in jeopardy from developers.
Because of these past actions both the University and the City of
Santa Clara have lost an important aspect of the character and
history of this area. Most residents and students have no
concept of what the area used to look like and that places like
the Eberhard tannery even existed.
It is up to both the City of
Santa Clara and the University to be proactive in the education
of students and city residents about this important aspect of the
history of Santa Clara.
This is a project that cannot wait.
In a few years many of the
people who lived when this area was still an active and thriving
community will have passed away. The only things left to tell
the story will be statistical documents and the archaeological
record that provide none of the color that the people who have
lived and continue to live in this community can share.

92

REFERENCES CITED
Abeloe, William M.
1952 The Man Behind the Map. The Owl 29(11) :8,9,14.
Adams, William H.
1976 Trade Networks and Interaction Spheres--a View from
silcott. Historical Archaeology 10:99-112.
Anderson, Adrienne
1968 The Archaeology of Mass-Produced Footwear.
Archaeolo~ 2:56-65.

Historical

Aries, Philippe
1962 centuries of Childhood:A Social History of Family. Knopf,
New York.
Arch Cape Press
1990 The victorian Pattern Glass and China Book. Arch Cape
Press, New York, New York
Ayto, Eric G.
1979 Clay Tobacco Pipes. Shire PUblications, Ltd.,
Aylesbury, Bucks, united Kingdom.
Baumann, Paul
1991 Collecting Antigue Marbles.
PA.

Wallace-Homestead Book Co.,

Berge, Dale L.
1980 simpson Springs station Historical Archaeology in
western utah.
Cultural Resource Series No.6,
Bureau of Land Management,
Department of the
Interior, Museum of Peoples and Cultures, Bringham
Young University, Provo, utah.
Boehn, Max
1950 Dolls and Puppets. David McKay Co., Philadelphia, PA.
Boland, Marty
1982 Interviewed by John Foote, May 27 1982, Tapes/Transcripts
available through Santa Clara University Archives.
Brose, David S. and David W. Rupp
1967 The Custer Road Dump site: An Exercise in victorian
Archaeology. The Michigan Archaeologist 13(2) :37-128.Ca.
Brunell, Miriam
1993 Made to Play House.

Yale University Press, New Haven.
93

cartier, Robert, Elena Reese, and Julie C. Wizorek
1994 Villa Torino: Historic Archaeology Phase I
Excavations. Archaeological Resource
Management of San Jose, submitted to The
Redevelopment Agency of The City of San Jose,
California.
Colman, Evelyn
1968 The Collector's Encyclopedia of Dolls.
PUblishers, New York.
Crane, Julia G. and Michael V. Angrosino
1992 Fi e l d Projects in Anthropology:
Waveland Press:
Illinois, USA.

Crown

A Student Handbook.

Elville, E.M.
1961 The Collector's Dictionary of Glass. Country Life,
London.
Fawcett, Clara
1964 Dolls:A New Guide for Collectors.
Co ., Boston, MA.

Charles T. Branford

Ferritti, Fred
1973 The Great American Marble Book. Workman PUblishing Co.,
New York.
Fike,Richard E.
1987 The Bottle Book. Peregrine Smith Books, Salt Lake City,
Utah.
Garc i a , Lorie
1994 Our Spec i a l Place, A Sketch of Human Settlement in,
and t h e Resultant Changes to, the Santa Clara Valley.
Published by the Author, Santa Clara Ca.
Gaspar, Manuel
1995 Interviewed by Dr. Russell K. Skowronek, April 19,
1 995 . Tapes\Transcripts available through Santa Clara
Univer s i t y Archives.
Gilbert , B . Mi l e s , Larry D. Martin, Howard G. Savage
198 5 Av ian Os teo l ogy B. Miles Gilbert, Flagstaff, AZ.
Godden, Ge o f fr y A.
196 4 Enc y c l ope dia of Br i t i s h Pottery and Porce l ain Marks.
Bonanza Books , New York.
Guinn, Professor J.M.
1904 Historical and Bibliographic Record.
Publishing Co.: Chicago.
94

Chapman

Hanel, Mary
1994 Santa Clara city History: A Bibliography and Time
Line. City Clerks Office:
Santa Clara, CA.
Hauck, Herman
Presidents Papers, Santa Clara Univesity Archives.
Haynes, E. Barrington
1964 Glass Through the Ages.
Maryland.

Penguin Books: Boston,

Herskovitz, Robert F.
1978 Fort Bowie Material Culture. Anthropological
Paers of the University of Arizona, No. 31,
University of Arizona Press, Tucson.
Humphrey, Richard V.
1969 Clay Pipes from Old Sacramento.
Archaeology 3:12-33.

Historical

Jones, Oliver and Catherine Sullivan
1989 The Parks Canada Glass Glossary.
Environment: Ottawa.

Minister of the

Jones-North, Jacquelyne Y.
1987 Commercial Perfume Bottles. Schiffer Publising, Ltd.
West Chester, Pennsylvania.
Keil, Sarah
1994 Eberhard Tanning COmpany Santa Clara University,
Internship Report submitted to Dr. Russell Skowronek.
m.s. on file.
Department of Anthropology/Sociology,
Santa Clara University.
Kenyon, Ian
1987 Ceramic Cups. KEWA, Newsletter of the London Chapter,
ontario Archaeological Society, October, p.21.
Lee, Ruth Webb
1933 Early American Pressed Glass. The Author: Framingham
Centre, Massachusetts.
Lueger, Richard
1981 Ceramics from Yuquot, British Columbia.
In The
Yuquot Project, Volume 3, edited by William
J. Folan and John Dewhirst, pp.103-170.
History and Archaeology 44, National Historic
sites Branch, Parks Canada.
Lyman, R. Lee
1977 Analysis of Historic Faunal Remains.
Archaeology 11:67-73.
95

Historical

Margolin, Malcolm
1978 The Ohlone Way. Heydey Books, Berkeley.
McKevitt, Gerald
1979 The University of Santa Clara: A Historv 1851-1977.
Stanford University Press, stanford.
McNally, Paul
1982 Table Glass in Canada 1700-1850. Minister of the
Environment. ottawa, Canada.
Miller, George L.
1980 Classification and Economic Scaling of 19th Century
Ceramics. Historical Archaeology 14:1-40.
1991

A Revised Set of CC Index Values for Classification
and Economic Scaling of English Ceramics from 1787 to
1880. Historical Archaeology 25:1-25.

Montgomery Ward
1895 Montgomery Ward Catalog.

Chicago

Moore, C.E.
1893 Map of the Town of Santa Clara California.
Santa Clara, CA.

City of

Noel Hume, Ivor
1969 A Guide to Artifacts of Colonial America. Alfred
A. Knopf, New York.
Orser, Charles E.,Jr., A.M. Nekola and J.L. Roark
1982 Exploring the Rustic Life:Multidisciplinary Research at
Millwood Plantation, A Large Piedmont Plantation in
Abbeville County, South Carolina and Elbert County,
Georgia (draft). Report on file with Mid-American
Research Center, Loyola University of Chicago.
Papert, Emma
1972 The Illustrated Guide to American Glass. Hawthorn
Books, Inc., New York, New York.
Pastron, Allen G., Jack Pricket and Marilyn Ziebarth
1981 Behind the Seawall: Historical Archaeology along the
San Francisco Water Front. Archeo Tee for San
Francisco Clean Water Program.
Pastron, Allen G. and Eugene M. Hattori, editors
1990 The Hoff Store site and Gold Rush Merchandise from San
Francisco, California. Special Publication Series, No.
L, The Society for Historical Archaeology.

96

Pe r r y , Violet
1995 Interviewed by Dr. Russell Skowronek and Samantha
Harris. April 7 and 19, 1995. Tapes/Transcripts
available through Santa Clara University Archives.
Pe t e r s , Frank
1973 Fruit Jar Manual and Price Guide.
Bend, Oregon.

Old Bottle Magazine,

Polk-Husted
1916 San Jose City and Santa Clara County Directory
Polk-Husted Directory Co. ,Sacramento.

1917.

Polk, R.L.
1940 San J o s e (California) City Directory 1940 including
Santa Clara county. R.L. Polk and Co. Publishers: San
Francisco.
Polk, R.L.
1954 San Jose City and Suburban (Santa Clara county,
calif.)Directory 1954 Including: Santa Clara, Los
Gatos, Montain View, Sunnyvale, Campbell, Cupertino,
and Saratoga. R.L. Polk and Co. of California,
Publishers: San Francisco. Polk Husted Directory Co.:
Oakland.
Polk-Husted
1924 San Jose city and Santa Clara county Directory
1924. Polk-Husted Directory Co.: Sacramento.
Polk-Husted
1911 San Jose city and Santa Clara County Directory
1911-1912.
Practzellis, A. and M.
1979 The Lovelock Ceramics. In Archaeoloaical and
Historic Studies at Ninth and Amherst, Lovelock Nevada,
edited by E.M. Hattori, et al. Nevada State Museum,
Carson City.
Price, Cynthia R.
1982 19th century Ceramics .~. in the Eastern Ozark Border
Region. Center for Archaeological Research, Southwest
Missouri State University.
Putnam, H.E.
1965 Bottle Identification. H.E. Putnam, Fontana, CA.
pyne Press
1972 Pennsylvania Glassware 1870-1904.
Princeton, New Jersey.
97

Py~e

Press,

Whitlow, Janice I.
1981 Soya Sauce, Bean Cake, and Ginger Ale: Chinese Material
Culture. Unpublished Senior Honors thesis,
Department of Anthropology San Jose State University,
San Jose, CA.
U.s. Government
1870 Santa Clara Township, Census 1870.
Villarreal, Jose Antonio
1959 Pocho.
Doubleday, New York.

100

APPENDIX A

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORD

101

Stnt of California - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Pwrnanent Trinomial:

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE RECORD

0ttMr DeUe-tioM:

" " , _ , _ 01_6_

D
_

Santa Clara

County:

2.

USGSau.t:

3.

UTM~ Zone~

4.

TOWftIhip

7.

Supplement

.

1.

s. ...

CA- SCL - 761H
P-43-000645

x

San Jose West, Calif

7 S

~

~

Range

- 125

15

1 W, SE
mmS

.9

Ylof

23 5

14 ,]

'8

'SF ~af

!

0

I

m

:NE

14, 1, 31 31 81 0.

e.tint

~af~"OfSec:cion 2

a m Northint (

a-Mer,

MDM

)

(x)

75 ft

"""E.(from NW c:amer of .....1

Santa Clara University campus Bldg, 501

Parcel Number-- APN-230";11-037 -- outs; de the

wes.tern ~

entrance to

Mae Swig Residence' Hall in the Charles H, Graham Residence Center

L

......istD!Iic_ _ HiItoric_X_~_ _ 9.

SitwD-=ripciDn

Eberhard home circa 1870- 1950 .

Location of the Jacob

While all v isible traces of the

home and its associated outbuildings were destroyed by SCU as a
result of the construction of the present bldgs . . a privy remains .

,

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - --------(
)x _ _....,;;;;,
2

10.

rn(

tape measure following excavation.

)

4

(area of pr ivy)

200

11.

DeDth:

12.

~

13.

.~ window glass, bott le glass, table glass, pharmaceutical glass,

redwood lined nrivy

table ceramics. i r on na il s--- a ll are pre-1890,

________________________ ( ,I
,..

Non-ArtifKtuaI c:an.mu..u and ,.....

15.

D.tw AecardM:

17.

R.....m.:_.....

July 14. 1994

....;..

11. Recarded By:

.....:..._ _

~

.:=.::~:_..._

Russell K. Skowronek

(

Asst, Prof. of Anthronology! Dent. of Anthropology and
Sociology, Santa Clara University, Santa Clara, eA 95053

I

AtflII8tionandAddN!ll

_____________________________________ (

See Continuation She.! (Xl

DPR 422 A (R...:, 4/86)

102

I :

State of California - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

CA-SCL-761H

.

'fr .

Mo.

P-43-000645

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE RECORD

Other C..ivn-tionl:_~_~"';";-';;;"';;;"';'~

_

6

Pave --Z- of _ _ •
1S.

none

Human Remains:

( )

Site was heavily disturbed in the late 19508 and earlv
1960s in the destruc tion of the Eberhard home and the construction
of the Graham residence complex.
20.

unknown--modern urban area

~NftW~.
ItYpe, distance and dirction):

_

lawns and cement sidewalks
22.

Vegeta1ion

Ion

sit.,:

_

. s e e above-- introduced species
~

------------------------------

a

23.

Sin Soil :

24.

S41rroundlnv Soil:

25.

GeoI09'f:

26.

L.ndform:

-Fj 1 J

soi 1 ""overS +-h'i

r'im.:i.:RS

g4=

tAB ?r:'-7 ( )

n/a

_ _ _ _.:.:.:..
n/a

I

)

floodp lain

L.ndown_(.) (and/or nnanu) and Add,..:

Santa Clara, CA
30.

of

l ev el

%7.
29.

one met er cap

1 )

_

95053

Remarks:

_

----------------------------_~

I

)

"The Eberhard Privy: Archaeological and Historical Insights

31.

into Santa Clara History"

1995

S. Harris, J. Geddes, K. Hahn.

D. Chonette, and R. Skowronek, RMS #7 Santa Clara University
32.

Name of

Pro;.et:

Grahman Hall Elevator Project

_

-------------------------------

Hand excavation of

1994-1

34.
35.

e~dangered

portion of pri37

Santa Clara

Photas:

1 )

TIn j ver S j r "'7
J
(

CPR 422 8 (R... 41861

)

See Continuation Sheet ( X )

103

»
:D

I

-iii

G)

~&l
-i=
00

~~
(I)

~~

'1\3

ii '

-g

»1

~;f

en ..

»:0

=i 6~
m :o!:;

CALI FORNIA -SANTA CLARA CO.
7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC)

I~~' ;.~:~(~~

J:

3: 0

SAN JOSE WEST QUADRANG LE

IIW/ 4 ' AI< JOli E

m

"V en
...
o :0» 11I

Iw ,..~
o

I~

o

,..

.t· QUADR"I<O LE

mg

0 ..
o :0»
o moO

" -" .. ', .....-. ....

»
-I
5

. .- ----r---...
~
_.&:.:::S _

F .::-..: ;-·

2

~\ ,,.

»
..
-l:J
6~
Z

.~~.

~

o

~

I

I

~ '~;;"
: ,\.

'l

Q

f

:I

•:I

•

I.

~
~

1

:i"
0

I'

:I

-o
I

.p-

w
I
0
0
0

0'\

.eVI

!

n

~
I

(J)

n

t"-i
I
"-J
0'\

........

::r:

:~

Ser. No.

State of Cali fami. - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

page 4 of 6

B

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

'!

1

Historic name:

Parcel number:

5.

Present Owne r:
City

_

_
_

(h istoric) 575 Grant [Alameda], today Swig Residence Hal l
~

Santa Clara

4.

D

Jacob Eberhard home

SU~tMru~~~~:
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_
_

Graham Hall

IDENTIFICATION
1. Common name:

2.

_

HABS.-HAER __ Loc _ _SHL No. _ _ NR Status
UTM: A
C

(modern)

Zip

95053

Santa Clara

COuntY
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_

APN-230-11-037
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San ta Clara Unive r s i t y
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Zip
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Address:

500 El Camino

Ownership is: Public

Private

x

_

dormitories
DESCR!PTION
7a. Architectural Style : Ital ianate Revival
7b. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its
or iginal condition:

The original structure and its outbuildings were destroyed in the late
1 950s and earl y 1960s dur ing the expansion of Santa Clara University.
Today the Char les H. Gr ah am Residence Center stands on the home site.
I n t h e cons t ruct i on of an elevator in July of 1994 workers encountered
a sea led privy da t i n g from the 1880s. Located at the western entrance
to t h e Ma e Swig Res idence Hall (Bldg. 501) the privy once stood to the
no rth of the original home. Today there is no indication of either the
home or the privy on t he surface. One-half of the privy remains seal e d
ben e a t h a s idewal k .

Pho to' f rom " Suns hin e , Frui t and Flowers, Santa Clara
8.

Co • ,

Calif." 1896

Construction date:
Estimated 1870

Factual

_

9.

Architect

?

_

10.

8uilder

?

_

11.

Approx. procertv size (in feet)
Frontage 109
Depth 30 ·'
or acprox, acreage,,~~~--

see attached 1893 map
12.

:::>PR 523 (Rev. 11/85)
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Date(s) of enclosed photograph (s)

; 1896·

__
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Condition:

14.
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Surroundings: (Check more than one if necassary) Open land _ _ Scattered buildings _ _ Densely built-up _x
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'Threats to site:
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Other:

Demolished in the 1950s and 60s for university dormitories

.L..
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_

17.
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On its original site?

18.

Related features:

remains of the Eberhard tannery have been located 200' north
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SIGNIFICANCE
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectUral importance (include dates. events. and persons associated with the site.)

The home was built by Jacob Eberhard (1837-1915) a German immigrant
who arrived in Santa Clara in the 1860s. He purchased the tannery
(a remnant of the Mission Santa Clara de Asis complex) and turned it
into one of the largest industries in t h e valley. As one of the "
wealthy he was known to throw parties for his workers and was known
to "profit share" with them on a regular basis. The propert y remain ed
in the Eberhard family until the 1950s when i t was purchased by San t a
Clara Un i v er s i t y . Archaeologically the materials from th is site are
interesting as an indication of wea4hy's access to exotic goods.

Locational sketch map (draw and lab el site and
surrounding streets. roads. and prominent landmarks):
20.

Main theme of the histOric resourca: (If more than one is
checked. number in order of impo nance.)
Ard1itec:tUr8
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_
"Government
Military
~---_
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SociaUEducation
1
_

21.

Sources (Un books, dOCW'l'lenu, surveys. personal interViews
and their dates).

Sunshine,. Fruit and Flowers
Santa Clara County, Cal~£ornia
San Jose Mercury Publishing
and Printing Co. ".
March 23, 1995
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_
By (name) R1l S sell K Sko!'lTopek
Organization Dept
An tbroPol ogy I Soc; clog
Addnu: San ta Clara Universitv
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Zip 95053
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/
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VESSEL #

#1

#2

#3

SHAPE/USE IPASTE
Hollow

IIronstone

GLAZE
white

MAKERS
MARK
PRESENT:

RIM

12.1 cm

6.9cm

8.3cm

.6cm

4 .745in

2.71 in

3.265in

.24in

8.9cm

5.75cm

8.05cm

.6cm

3.5in

2.26in

3.16in

.24in

9.25cm

5.5cm

8.85cm

.6cm

3.64in

2.15in

3.475in

.24in

drinking cup

w/ cracks

handle absent

burn marks

_tone China
__J. Davis

white

ABSENT

hollow
drinking cup
handle absent
hollow
drinking cup

IIronstone

wi cracks

IIronstone

white

ABSENT

wi cracks

2r

BASE

2r

HEIGHT

THICKNESS

handle absent
#4

hollow
teacup

Iironstone

white

ABSENT

wi cracks

10.15cm

5.6cm

6.5cm

.5cm

4in

2.2.in

2.56in

.2in

9.5cm

4.5cm

5.05cm

.2cm

3.735in

1.78in

1.98in

.08in

7.7cm

4.7cm

5.6cm

.5cm

3.02in

1.84in

2.1~in

.18in

6.6cm

3.0cm

4.15cm

.25cm

2.58in

1.17in

1.64in

.0 98in

1/3 absent

t-'

handle present

o

~

#5

hollow
teacup

Iporcelain

handpainted

I ABSENT

overgaze

handle present

pink/blue/yellow
flower pattern
gold leafing:
rim and handle

#6

hollow
doclecagonal
in shape

Iporcelain

white

ABSENT

cup
handle absent

#7

hollow

porcelain

teacup

white WI
handpainted

demitasse

bluelbrown

IABSENT

ring and flower
pattern overglaze

Iqold overclaze

VESSEL #

SHAPEIUSE

PASTE

GLAZE

#21

hollow
ring/jewlery
box

porcelain

white
overglaze:
gold leafing

MAKERS
MARK
ABSENT

WI lid shards:
mini vase and
leaf figures
#22

flat

N

porcelain

white

ABSENT

,

#23

flat
shard

whiteware

#24

flat
shard

whiteware

Rim Length
6.7cm
.62in

Base Length
5.5cm
2.14in
Base width
3.2cm

flat
porcelain
shard
edge of vessel

HEIGUT

THICKNESS

3cm
1.185in

.4cm
.15in

A5cm
.165in

.20cm
.1in

1.25in

1.9cm
.795in

white

ABSENT

Length
1cm
.39in

Width
1.1cm
A3in

.3cm
.11 in

white

ABSENT

Length
1.65cm
.64in

Width
1.8cm
.72in

.25cm
.1Oin

ABSENT

Length
2.4Scm
.96in

Width
1.5cm
.58in

Acm
.15in

wi foliate
pattern:
handpainted
underglazed
leaf

#25

BASE 2r

Rim Width
4.65cm
1.835in

ceramic disk

~
~

RIM 2r

white
WI foliate
pattern:
handpainted
overglazed leaf

VESSEL #

SHAPE/USE

PASTE

GLAZE

#26

hollow
child's toy

Porcelain

white

MAKERS
MARK
ABSENT

RIM 2r

BASE 2r

3.7cm
1.44 in

1.7Sin
.69in

2.8cm
1.11 in

.2cm
.09in

1.7Scm
.69in

2cm
.78in

.2cm
.0 9in

HEIGHT

THICKNESS

teacup
handle absent
#27

hollow
base of
child's toy
teacup

Porcelain

white

ABSENT

#28

hollow
child's toy
teacup

Porcelain

white

ABSENT

2.9cm
1.13in

l.4cm
.S4i n

2.6cm
1.01 in

.2cm
.0 7in

#29

hollow
child's toy
teacup

Porcelain

white

ABSENT

4.4cm
1.74in

3.0Scm
1.19in

3.39cm
1.S3in

111171

#30

flat
child's toy
saucer

Porcelain

white

ABSENT

S.2cm
2.03in

3cm
1.17in

1.1cm
.44in

.2Scm
.1in

#31

hollow

Porcelain

white

ABSENT

2.6cm

1.1cm

.1Scm

1.02in

.42Sin

.06in

~
~

w

base of
child's toy
cup
#32

flat
child's toy
saucer

Porcelain

white

ABSENT

12.3cm
4.82in

7.3cm
2.82in

1.9cm
.74in

.2cm
.09in

#33

flat
child's toy
teacup shard

Porcelain

white

ABSENT

2.8cm
1.1in

Length
1.8Scm
.73in

Width
2.1cm
.83in

.1cm
.0 Sin

J-I
J-I
~

VESSEL II

SHAPE/USE

PASTE

GLAZE

#34

hollow
child's toy
pitcher trom
toilet set
scalloped rim

Porcelain

white
no glaze
on bottom or
inside

MAKERS
MARK
ABSENT

RIM 2r

BASE 2r

2.5cm
.9951n

2.9cm
1.1251n

HEIGHT
6.1cm
2.41 In

TUICKNESS
.3cm
.13in

APPENDIX C

GLASS BOTTLES
Personal, Grooming, and Patent & Propriety Medicines
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Table: Glass Bottles- Personal, Grooming, and Patent and Proprietary Medicines
~

cylindrical

color
flint

finish
prescription

panel

embossing

height

diameter-

diameter-

body

neck

Hoyt's German

3.2cm

1.65cm

Cologne
E.W. Hoyt &Co.

(1.27in)

(O.64in)

Lowell. Mass
cylindrical

flint

bead

Rickseckers

perfume
lip salve

milk glass

or

tooth powder

round grooved CONSOLIDATED
-AR
bottom
COMPANY-

9.9cm

4.3cm

2.1cm

(3.9in)

(1.69in)

(0.81 in)

bottom:
1.9cm
(0.74in)

bottom:
S.8cm
(2.28in)

16.85cm
(6.63in)

S.8cm by4.2cm 2.4cm
(2.28in by l.64in) (0.951n)

NEW YORK
Castana Style
Panel

aqua

double ring

AYER'S
Cherry Pectoral
Lowell. Mass

Tall Style

flint

prescription

French Square

M OBERDEENER.

I2.9cm

4.25cm

2.0cm

APOTHECARY

(4.86in)

(1.67in)

(0.775in)

2.9cm
(1. 13in)

width

M Oberdeener

OBERDEENER.

5.0em

width

-OTHECAR
-ACLAR

(1.96in)

3.8cm
(1.5in)

14.4cm

5.6cm by 3.2cm I. 9em
(2.2in by 1.27in) (0.73 in)

SANTA CLARA
iDgmeDt

iDgment

Buffido or
Egyptian Oval

trademark-

flint

flint

flint

prescription

S.OBERDEENER.
PHARMACIST

(5.66in)

2.1cm
(0.82in)

SANTA CLARA
small

flint

patent?

Philadelphia

Oval
small
Philadelphia

Oval

flint

patent?

S. OBERDEENER.

neck to base

3.lcm

1.5cm

PHARMACIST
SANTA CLARA

5.4cm
(2. lin)

(1.2in)

(O.59in)

-RI
PHARM
SANTA

116

I .6em
(0.625in)

fragment

flint

ARA

2.7cm

possibly

(1.04in)

width:
2.lcm
(0.82in)

S.OBERDEENER
SHAW & CALLISCH

I6 .5cm

6.5cm by 4.4cm

embossed

DRUGGISTS

(6.51 in)

(2.56in by I.72in) (O.87in)

panel

392 FIRST ST. SAN JOSE
TARRANT & CO

12.9cm

DRUGGISTS

(5.05in)

6.3cm by4cm
3.3crn
(2.48in by I.57in) (I .30in)

Union Oval wi

Wide Mouth

flint

flint

prescription

patent

Blake

2.2cm

NEW YORK
small

flint

French

lNO WYETH&BRO.

neck to base

2.2cm

DIAL YSED IRON

4.9cm

(0.86in)

(1.91 in)

Square
Plain

flint

Oval

prescription

(5.0Sin)

4.4cm by 2Acm 1.9cm
(1.74in by 0.93in) (0.73in)

Scm
(I.97in)

2.5cm
(0.97in)

2.0cm
(0.77in)

5.85cm

I.4cm
(0.S5in)

I .2cm
(0.46io)

6.5cm

l.8cm

(2.55in)

(0.70in)

l.4cm
(0.53in)

7.6cm
(2.98in)

\.4cm
(0.55in)

(0.38in)

6.4cm
(2.52in)

2.7cm
(l.Olin)

I.95cm
(0.561n)

S.7cm

2.4cm
(0.92in)

1.2cm
(0.45 in)

wide

Wide Mouth
Fluted
Prescription

opaque

patent

Homeopathic

flint

patent

Base: SBW & Co.

(2.30in)

Vial
Homeopathic

flint

patent

Vial
Homeopathic

I2.85cm

flint

patent

Vial
Round
Prescription

flint

prescription

Round

flint

patent

(2.25 in)

Prescription

I.Oem

narrow neck
Toothwasb
Oval

flint

Sun Oval

flint

base to neck
4.3cm by 3.1Scm 8.5crn(3 .28in) (l.67in by l.23in)
9.Icrn
(3.58in)

prescription
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3.6cm by 2.0cm 1.6cm
(1Ain by 0.77in) (0.62 inL

Partial-panel

approximate:

flint

bevelled edges

Cod Liver

aqua

Ball Neck

flint

patent

Panel
French

flint

prescription

Square
Inkwell-

aqua

aqua

18.5cm

6.3cm by4.Ocm

flint

Oval- Base

two partial
fragments
beveIIed edges

flint

fragment

flint

2.2cm
(2.52in by 1.55in) (O.87in)

14.4Scm

4.8Scm by 2.5cm 2.15cm
(1.91 in by O.97in) (O.84in)

IO.5cm

3.5cm

1.7cm

(4. 12in)

(1.38in)

(O.68 in)

base- 6.4cm
(2.52in)

dark green

-

5.0cm

2.7cm
( l.05in)

4.1em

5.2em by 3.2cm

(1.61 in)

(2.03in by 1.26in)

approximate:
4.7cm

approximate:

(l.84in)

(1.97in by 1.73 in)

5.0cm by 4.4cm

recessed

7.4cm

width:

panel

(2.91 in)

4.4cm

7.scm

C

(294in)
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2.5cm
(O.97in)

(l .96in)

(1.73in)
fragment

-

(S.68in)

8.7cm
(3.40in)

flared

unidentified use
Philadelphia

(3.04in by 1.79in)

8.lem
(3.18in)

straight

cone type
Cylindrical

7.8cm by4.1cm

(7. 13in)

(7.25in)

type

approximate:

18.1cm

width:
S.4cm
(2.13in)

-

